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PAPER that goes into every state and territory 

of the United States, into every province of 
Canada, and into more than sixty foreign lands has 
literally a world-wide reach. The fact that this is 
true of The Sunday School Times explains why re- 
sponses to advertisements in this journal come from 
such amazingly scattered sources. Have you been 


among the responders of late ? i 




















The Double Reason 


By Annie Johnson Flint 


Fear not: for ... thou art mine ...I am thy Saviour.— 
Isa. 43: 1, 5. 
EAR not: though the dangers around thee 
Come close and Jook large and grow great; 
Iwill make thee a way through the watess 
Till their strength and their fury abate ; 
I will walk through the furnace beside thee, 
And the flame shall not burn, but refine ; 
I have called thee, and I have redeemed thee ; 
Fear not: thou art mine. 


Fear not: I have called thee and named thee; 
Thou art precious and dear unto me. 

I have chosen thee, loved thee, and saved thee, 
My praise and my glory to be ; 

I have given my life for thy ransom, 
My blood is the the seal and the sign ; 

Thy Saviour, thy God, thy Redeemer— 
Fear not: thou art mine, I am thine. 


A. 


Safe Either Way 


One who is in God’s keeping is safe. Such a 
one may be called upon to pass through experiences 
from which. if he were left to choose, he would cer- 
tainly spare himself. But fortunately God does not 
let us choose,—he loves us too much for that. 
Imagine a human parent letting a little child al- 
ways decide for itself! And so, if God calls upon 
us to suffer, let us praise him that we are safe. e 





may well remember, day by day, the. word of St. 
Francis de Sales: “Either God will shield you from 
suffering, or he will give you unfailing strength to 
bear it.” What a joy to know that we are safe 
either, way; for both ways are God’s ways, and his 


.way is always better than our way. 


=x 
God’s Last Word 


It does not pay to argue with God. Yet even if 
we do this, and do it faithlessly, — for when we fully 
trust him we do not argue with him,— “he abideth 
faithful; for he cannot deny himself.” In comment 
on the passage in 2 Samuel 22: 31, “As for God, his 
way is perfect,” some one has written: “In the Bible 
we have an account of three men who entered into 
an argument with God about His dealings with them. 
Two instances occur in the Old Testament, and one, 
in parabolic form, in the New. They are Job, Jonah, 
and the elder son in Luke 1 But in every case God 
had the last word. He will have the last word al- 
ways. We may dispute with him, criticize his 
methods, challenge his ways, but in the end he will 
not only silence us, but show us that what we con- 
sidered evil was only goodness in disguise, and that 
a gracious purpose ran through it all. God’s last 
word to his children is always a word of love. 


x 


“Personal Work” 

What, in the Christian’s life, is “personal work’? 
At a Victotielis—Lite-<onference some years ago Dr. 
W. B. Anderson, of the United Presbyterian Board 
of Foreign Missions, spoke of how proud we feel 
when we have walked up the street with a drunken 
man, and turned him over to a charitable society, 
and have prayed with him, and then we believe he 
will. be reformed — because we have done personal 
work. “‘Thes,” said Dr. Anderson, “I think of 
how the Lord Jesus did. I don’t think he called it 
‘personal work’: I think he came down here just 
to live. And he got down along side the low-down, 
the outcasts, and he lived with them. and drew them 
to himself by his life.” So personal work, at its full- 
est and best, is just “the life that is Christ.” The 
Christian whose life is really and fully Christ is do- 
ing personal work all the time, whether he is speak- 


% 


ing or keeping still. His life, because it is Christ, 
is a supernatural message of gripping power to others 
both the “down and outs” and the “up and outs,’ 
incessantly. Such a one does not hesitate to drop 
everything else for a time and devote himself to 
direct personal conversation with a needy sinner, in 
order to show that one the way of salvation in Christ, 
That is personal work, too. But the beauty of the 
Christ-life is that one never stops doing personal 
werk, even when one is not engaged in conversation 
with the lost or needy. The Christ-consisting life is 
a perpetual witness unto Him, “both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea, and Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.” 


x 
Material for God’s: Working 


Good results require good material. How, then, 
gan God expect to get good results from sin-satur- 
ated human nature? A Confucian proverb quoted by 
the Chinese says, “You cannot carve rotten wood.” 
And God himself says of human nature, as a result 
of Adam’s fall, that it is “rotten” through and 
through. “There is none righteous, no, not one”; or 
as the Westminstef Confession puts it, our first par- 
ents by their sin became “fully defiled in all the fac- 
ulties and parts of soul and -body,” and all mankind 
thereby became “utterly indisposed, disabled, and 
made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all 
evil.” What can God do with such material? Noth- 
ing, he says, except to do away with it and replace 
it by a new creation that is good indeed. When we 
receive Christ as Saviour, there comes to pass the 
su 
he is a new creature: the old things are passed away; 
behold they are become new.” And when this born- 
again man puts himself fully and unreservedly into 
the hands of the Lord for His supreme control, God 
can do wonderful things with that new life. Not 
“rotten wood” now, but “the life that is Christ” is at 
God’s disposal for His working and workmanship; 
and the results will cause God himself to rejoice. 

“Have Thine own way, Lord! 
Have Thine own way! 
Thou art the Potter, 
I am the clay. 
Mould me and make me 
After Thy will, 
While I am waiting 
Vielded and still.” 


Reading the Bible Like Any Other Book 


the truth was editorially discussed, that the Bible 

should not be read like any othér book. Over 
against this we need to remember the equal truth 
that the Bible should be read like any other book. 

There are: many devout souls who seem never to 
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comprehend that the Bible is arranged according to~ 


an accurate plan, that it is a progressive revelation, 
and to be properly undcrstood and intelligently ap- 
plied it must be “rightly divided,” even according 
to its own injunction (2 Tim. 2:15). If this rule 
is not followed there ensues endless confusion, which 
not only bewilders the individual mind but becomes 
the source of the many misleading movements which 
are proving so troublesome. 

In reading other books the purpose, plot, argu- 
ment, and thread of the narrative are invariably held 
in view, from the preface to the finis, by the intelli- 
gent reader, and the various portions are compared 
and corelated, for in no other way can justice be 
done the author, and his meaning be under-tood. 
Also as to other books little difficulty is experienced 
with figures of speech, or anything used in illustra- 
tion, whereas in reading the Bible such literary forms 
seem to occasion much unnecessary stumbling. They 
are misconstrued, — mythical and mysterious conclu- 
sions are drawn, and difficulties multiplied, all of 
which could be avoided if the ordinary method of 
reading were followed. Usually the obvious meanin 
is the correct one. “If the literal sense makes oe | 
sense, why look for any other sense?” 

The unbiased reader in his desire to know exactly 
what the Word wishes to communicate follows the 


practical method of asking: “Who is speaking, and 
to whom is what I am reading addressed? (There 
are many speakers in the Scriptures, sometimes even 
Satan being given the privilege). For what purpose 
is the message given? What are the circumstances?” 
And other like questions. 

No honest person lifts a paragraph or a sentence 
out of its connection (save “to point a moral or 
ordain a tale”) as a basis for a contention or a theory, 
this would often be equal to a misquotation and would 
consequently be a literary crime; and yet this offense 
is being constantly committed against God’s revela- 
tion. Good men, alas! go to it with prepossessions 
for some invention of their own, and from this vast 
storehouse easily find passages that are made useful 
for their purpose. Systems of belief now existent, 
eon of them with large following. are thus estab- 
ished. Théy are far from being logical or symmet- 
rical, but rather have the appearance of an edifice 
hastily constructed of timbers of various shapes and 
sizes, or of pieces iron bent and twisted to make 
them come togethéf. support of the ill-looking 
Superstructure. Reference... not made to those sys- 
tems that are notoriously misleading, and whose use 
and handling of the sacred Word is truly shameful, 
such as Spiritism, which is in direct violation of 
Scripture; nor to New Thought, whose use of it is 
limited to a few. selections which_seem to suit its 
purpose; nor to Christian Science, whose unholy em- 
ployment of what it can appropriate, and unblushing 
contradiction of the remainder is almost incredible ; 
nor» to Romanism, which while claiming to honor 
and defend its very imperfect (Douay) version, ar- 
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th; for “if any man. is in Christ, — 





¥ 
we ~I 4s 
2 aoow 
ct ty abe 
OONH 
=) 
noe 
eo ott 
m wag | 
+ B, | 
ct 
7 
oO | 








































62 * 


rogantly places the voice of the church, as uttered 
by the Pope, above the written Word, being indeed 
compelled to do so, for were it otherwise it would 
be faced by the astounding fact that the New Testa- 
ment does not know it at all, and contains no hint 
of the existence of such an institution as the Romish 
Church, with its numberless innovations and inven- 
tions. . 

No, anxiety is felt as tothose who, while placing 
the Bible over all other authority, and claiming to 
build on it alone, yet show they have no intelligent 
conception of its rt in many respects. Among 
these are the Seventh Day Adventists, who do their 
utmost to crowd out Israel that they may take her 
place, and are therefore guilty of all the errors that 
inevitably follow such perverse action; Millennial 


Dawnism (Russellism), whose patcliwork theology is | 


made to mean anything or nothing, denying as it 
does some of the most vital and clearly expressed 
fundamentals of the faith; the Tongues and Pente- 


costal movements, which seem to have no eyes for, 


nor understanding of, the clearly defined dispensa- 
tions, and continue to make claims which they not 
only cannot make good, but which bring them into 
failure and disaster; also the many Healing cults, 
which likewise fail to distinguish between the dis- 
pensations, and whose interpretations lead to unten- 
able and often presumptuous attitudes, 

To ‘avoid one and all of these pitfalls, the in- 
structed believer reads the Bible as he would any 
other book. Its poetical figures, its symbols and 
ners he accepts on the basis of their obvious 
significance. He is jealous to maintain every word, 
but he is equally concerned not t6é read into it fanci- 
ful and far-fetched meayings that were never in- 
tended. Having early learned that the division into 
‘chapters and verses is a human arrangement, as 
well as the chapter and page headings, he is sawed 
from much misconception, especially in the Old Tes- 
tament prophecies where, in these headings, all the 
blessings are given to the church (which is really 
not known in the Old Testament), while the curses 
are handed to Israel. 

Seeing the differences in the dispensations he 
is prepared to note God’s developing plan, and is not 
surprised to observe that some things included in the 
earlier dispensations are omitted in the later ones, 
and vice versa. He well knows that God never 
changes as to his character,—he is always Soy- 
ereign, — yet that his methods with man have changed 
becomes one of the clearest facts in his reading. 

Israel and the Church, the Jew and the Gentile, 
Law and Grace, the dual line. of prophecies as to 
the two. Comings of Christ, the purpose and: plan of 
each book, in the Canon, all these and. many others 
have been the subjects of his study, and they guide 
him into. a consistent, illuminating and consoling 
knowledge of. the Word. L 

The Omissions of the. Bible, — the things it does 
not say,—are observed by him and teach him vol- 
umes. As has been shown, the great doctrines run 

1Save as it describes Rome under the figure of Thyatira 
in Revelation 2: 
tion 17 ‘1-7 


18-29; and the Scarlet Woman in Revela- - 
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through the Word like different colored threads in 
a piece of tapestry, but there are methods and 
teachings that cease after they have run partly 
—_ When this is the case the careful reader 
asks reason, and is not contentsuntil he has dis- 
covered it, The absence of certain things is elo- 
quent, and, oh, the world of confusion the discern- 
ing reader is spared! He sees that just because 
statements and promises are in the Bible is no rea- 
son why or can now be applied or appropriated in- 
discriminately! Should he be asked when any par- 
ticular promise, blessing, curse, or gift was abro- 
gated, his knowledge of the Word enables him to 
answer that ee ever is there a formal -state- 
ment of abrogation, but that many things have never- 
theless ceased cannot be denied. Several times in 
Corinthians docs, Paul use the expression “done 
away,” but of many things that have passed away not 
even this is said, they are simply not now in opera- 
tion, having ceased, though not a word in the Scrip- 
tures speaks of their discontinuance or withdrawal. 
Nor is this discontinuance in any way related to 
man’s lack of faith (there are no doubt as many 
faithful disciples of Christ in the world as there have 
ever been), but is a part of ’s plan. 

Among the things to which this rule applies are 
Sabbath observance, Pentecost. the community life of 
the early church, the impartation of the Holy Spirit 
by the aying on of hands, the orders. of the “apos- 
tles,” and “prophets” (Eph. 4:11) (for none are 
recognized to-day as holding these offices, — they have 
lapsed, though no formal statement is made to that 
effect), the gifts of healings and of miracles (1 Cor. 
12:28) (at least there are none who possess these 
gifts as Moses, Elijah, and other proplrets in the 

ld Testament, and the apostles—in the earlier 
period of their ministry possessed them). 

The clear conclusion to the mind of the Bible reader 
is that these lapsed things are not essential*to the 
present age, having served their purpose in the plan 
of God. Their withdrawal teaches ‘him that some 
things that were needful to establish the Gospel are 
not needed to continue the Gospel. 

God never changes, but his method does, and his 
plan is progressive. Who is to question it? His 
sovereignty ever inheres in him, therefore he works 
in every age according to his own will! This alone 
explains -his varying dealings with men, as in the 
case of the two apostles James and Peter, —at about 
the same time he allows the one to be slain, while 
the other is delivered from prison_by an angel. The 
same lesson is taught in: that thrillin chapter, the 
eleventh of Hebrews.. What.a gontrast does the abrupt 
change in the thirty-sixth verse show! Some of God's 
héroes''the subjects of miraculous deliverances, even 
to: being raised from the dead, while others, just as 
worthy, were cruelly tortured and slain, and yet they 


_ “all obtained a good report”! 


Is not this method of reading the Bible satisfying 
and gratifying? Does it cast any reflection upon the 
Word? Surely not. rather it establishes it as a con- 


sistent whole, showing that God has woven it to- 
gether .so closely as to leave no'room for man to 
weave in his theories, which would only spoil the de- 
sign. 





‘Should We Eat Animals? 


I am greatly interested in child and animal protection 
work, having more to do just now with the latter. Be- 
cause of this I am a very strict vegetarian, as I be- 
lieve every one should be, both from the humane and 
the health standpoints. The suffering and cruelty im- 
posed upon the millions of animals in this country, 
victims of man’s appetite, in the starving in raising, 
as on the great ranges of the West, and in transpofta- 
tion and cruel slaughter, are a blot on our country. To 
this end I want to encourage vegetarianism, but through 
Christian influences. The. orthodox church should real- 
ize more of its responsibility in animal protection work. 
—A District of Columbia Reader. 


Christians should indeed lead the world in: kind- 
ness to animals. Cruelty is always unchristian, 
whether it is shown toward animals or mankind. 
God’s love for his animal creation is wondérfully 
shown on every hand, both in the natural world abeut 
us and in the Word of God. His Word declares his 
loving provision for the needs of beasts, birds, ‘and 
fishes. “Behold the birds of the heaven,” said our 
Lord, “that they sow not, neither do they reap), nor 
gather into barns; and your Heavenly Father feedeth 
them” (Matt. 6:26). That God wants animals lov- 
ingly cared for by men is shown in the fact ‘that 
our Lord calls himself “the good shepherd,” liken- 
ing his care for all human beings who commit them- 
selves to him to the care that a shepherd of sheep 
rightly shows toward his animal stewardship. 

ut there is another side to the question of man’s 
duty in relation to animals, and this side’ comes ‘out 
as clearly in the Word of God as that’ which’ has 
been touched upon. God has enjoinrd mankind 
Therefore strict ' vegetarianism, 


to cat animal food. 








or total abstinence from animal food as a matter of 
principle, is a breaking of God’s law. 

This will of God that men to-day should depend 
for part of their nourishment of physical life upon 
the sacrificed life of animals is very eyidently, from 
the Scriptures, a continual reminder to men of their 
need of the substitutionary blood sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Before the first man and woman fell in sin there 
was no death, and animal food was not enjoined by 
God, only vegetable food. After the fall everything 
was changed: the whole face of creation suffering 
with man in consequence of man’s sin. The first 
act of God after pronouncing judgment upon the ser- 
pent, and woman, and man, for their sin, was to 
slay animals and make clothing for Adam and Eve. 
Here was the foreshadowing in the very garden of 
Edén of the blood atonement of the Son of God to 
provide a “covering,” God’s own’ righteousness, for 
helpless, naked, sinful mankind. Then, after God’s 
next judgment upon sinful men when he destroyed by 
the flood the entire human race except one right- 
eous man’s family, God said to Noah: “Every mev- 
ing. thing that liveth shall be food for you; as the 
green herb have I given you all” (Gen. 9:3). That 
this word of God has never been revoked by himself 
appears through the entire teaching’of the Word of 

od; for in the New Testament the Holy Spirit spe- 
cifically warns Christians against those who, “in later 
times ... . shall fall away from the faith, giving heed 
to seducing spirits and doctrines of demons, .. . 
cothmanding to abstain from meats, which God cre- 
ated to be received with thanksgiving by them fhat 
believe and know the truth. For every creature of 
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God is good, and nothing is to be rejected, if it be 
received with thanksgiving: for it is sanctified thro 
the word of God and prayer” (1 Tim, 4: 1-5). 
very significant that modern Spiritism S 
one of 
order to communicate with the spirit. world, is to 
abstain {rom meats and be strictly a vegetarian. 
As we do everything we can-to eliminate cruelty 


It is 
that 


and inhumanity from our treatment of animals, es- — 


pecially in the way in which they are cared forand 
fed and, in actordance with God's will; killed to pro- 
vide food for men, let us be equally careful to remem- 
ber and obey God’s Word in this whole subject. 


“He that spared not his own Son” may safely be’ 


trusted, with full confidence in his perfect love, when 
he commands us to partake of the life that he has 


provided. 
x 
Records of Moses Outside the Bible 


Are there any récords outside of the Bible which 
prove the existence. of Moses? If there is any book 
containing such information, will you kindly mentiomr 
it?—A Missouri Reader. : 


The most reputable books outside of the, Bible 
which deal at length withthe life and work of. Moses 
are those of Josephus, the  Ngpee historian, who 
lived from about 27 to 100 A, D., and who is believed 
to have been in Rome at the time the Apostle Paul 
was there. Among other books, he wrote the “An- 
tiquities of the Jews” and a treatise called “Against 
Apion.” The latter book is a defense of the Hebrew 
religion against the attacks of heathendom upon it. 
In both of these books he wrote much of Moses. 

Josephus without doubt drew some of his materials 
from Old Testament writings, but he adds much 
about Moses that is not contained in them, basing his 
statements upon the traditions that have come down 
through the Jewish people about their great leader 
and law-giver. Josephus states among other things 
that Moses was born at Heliopolis; he says that a 
dream announced to his father Amram that he was 
to be born as the deliverer of thé Jews. He records 
a tradition that Pharaoh’s daughter, who found Moses 
floating in the bulrushes on the Nile, had no natural 
son, and that Moses became heir to the throne. but 
not with the right to’ supplant the reigning Pharaoh 
or to supersede any of his sons. 

josepbus states furthermore that-Moses led a success- 
ful campaign, and brought away as his wife Tharbes, 
daughter of an Ethiopian king, who had. fallen 


in love. with hini and who had shown him the, way. 


to capture ‘a swamp that purromded the city_of Sara. 
The Bible itself records that Moses had an Ethiopian 
wife, though most commentators think that his. mar- 


riage to Zipporah must. have been at a later, date © 


than that_of the Ethiopian princéss here mentioned by 
Josephus. 

Mohammedan legends and Jewish rabbinical 
legends, we are told, record. various incidents. in the 
career of Moses, some of which are possible of be- 
lief, others absurd, But they all take for granted that 
Moses was a man of renown who played a prominent 
part in the early history of Israel. 

In the excellent article on Moses in the Interna- 
tional Standard Bible Encyclopedia, contributed by 
Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, Archeological Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, it is stated that “Egyp- 
tologists have searched with very indifferent success 
for some notice of the great Hebrew at the Egyp- 
tian court.” 

The best evidence, however, that Moses was a per- 
son, in addition to the references to him which run 
all through the Old Testament, lies in the statements 
of our Lord himself, as when it is recorded of him 
that “beginning from Moses and from all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the thiags concerning himself” (Luke 24: 27). 


Hx 
Why Did Not God Destroy Satan?. 


I love the Lord with all my heart, but recently a 
fearful temptation came to me. It is this: Why did 
not. God destroy’ the Devil when he fell, and not allow 
so many precious souls to be.lost? 

I am of a reasoning mind, and this thought has grip- 
ped me in a way that I have not been able to get rid 
of.—A New York Reader. 


We may be confident that the reason why God did 
not destroy Satan when -Satan first fell was because 
God knew thate this was not best, was not the most 
loving thitig He could do for the human race that 
was yet to be created. God is love; and because God 
let Satan continue to live and to’ work, as God has 
done, we know that it was more loving for God ‘to do 
this than to do anything else. 

Our little, finite human minds cannot possibly know 
or understand all the factors that enter into God's 
decisions. If we could know all such facts and 
factors. and if we also had God's perfect love with 
his omniscience, we should: do as he did. Let us 
thank our wonderful Heavenly Father, therefore, that 


in all that he has done from all eternity, and in all — 


that he ever will do, he has done: best. 


conditions of successful mediumship, im 
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Tabor’s Most Precious Antiquity: A Sunrise 





| 
| And was Tabor the Mount of Transfiguration ? 


on Mount Tabor. The story begins in comedy, 

passes very nearly to tragedy, and ends in a 
gteat moral lesson. It-all came of eating too many 
oranges at Nazareth, great luscious oranges, so tempt- 
ing and so apne «+ OS . 
a it came that w I started to ride in a wagon 
to the foot of Mount Tabor to ascend for the night, 
the sunset and the sunrise, I was very uncomfortable, 
But I was bent on that expedition; besides, | had 
promised the ladies a wonderful experience if they 
would be good sports and not turn back at some 
difficulties and lack of conveniences, and I would 
not give up what I had planned. 

e started up the mountain, a clamber of nearly 
seventeen hundred feet. That was nearly a tragedy, 
accompanied, as it was, by the horrors of mal de mer, 
‘but by dint of dogged perseverance and a dose 
of four grains of quinine I reached the monastery 
and tea, good hot, strong tea, and then tumbled into 
bed, while the ladies enjoyed a delicious dinner, with 


D*: you ever thank God for being sick? I did, 


-an account of which they tantalized me afterwards. 


Well, the outcome of my whole experience was 
that the ladies, with anxiety for myself and 
feminine curiosity to see the sights on the mountain- 
top, proposed that we stay over a day in that place 
and enjoy the wonderful views. The Father Superior 


“said he would send a servant with a note to the 


Sheik of Daborya that he should not sent the donkey 
boy up for our bags in the morning, but wait cver 
a day, and would send our driver to Nazareth with 
‘a telegram to send to Tiberias to the hotelkeeper to 
hold our rooms another day for us. And so it was 
agreed, and we stayed, and this letter is the sequel. 

The day is so beautiful, the scenery so wonderful, 
and the surrounding antiquarian interests so entranc- 
ing, and altogether the blessing so great, that I de- 
voutly thank God that I was sick and so stayed 
over a day on the summit of Tabor. So I sit on the 
housetop and bask in the warm sunlight (for the 
morning air on Tabor still has a sharp, almost frosty 
tang), and still more I bask in the glorious prospect 
spread out before me far below. Whether or not 
the transfiguration of our Lord took place on this 
mount, the world certainly is transfigured before one 
here. So many things are altogether altered from 
this height. That great bull passing along the moun- 
tain-side below looks like only a miniature calf, not 
larger than a half-grown pig. The farm on the 
opposite side of the valley showing plainly because 
stirred by rude plows for the spring crops, looks 
little more than a farmer’s “truck patch,” though it 
contains in fact probably nearly a thousand acres. 
The brook that comes down from the east and 
meanders along the Plain of Esdraelon is like a little 
black ribbon, except yonder to the right where yellow 
daisies have completely filled it. There it seems like 
a gorgeous yellow ribbon draped fantastically with 
loops and folds along the mantle of the Plain, Lit- 
tle’ Hermon opposite, to’ the south of the valley, is 
flecked all over with little drifting shadows of the 
fleecy clouds above, and far away to the southwest 
the range of Carmel closes the horizon and shuts 
out a view of the Mediterranean Sea. 


Looking Out from the Summit 


The deep valley of the Jordan is seen down to the 
southeast toward Beisan, the ancient Bethshan of 
such tragic fame in the history of Saul‘and Jonathan 
who fell on the range of Gilboa on the other side of 
the Plain of Esdraelon. Only a little patch of the 
bright waters of the Lake of Galilee may be seen 
away at the northern end. The wall of Bashan far 
away to the north and the south of the Lake blocks 
off fhe Holy Land to the east, out of which, or be- 
yond which, rise the tops of the mountains of Gilead. 

On the-north the upland plain, a little higher than 
Esdraelon, rises still higher and higher until it comes 
to two points in the Horns of Hattin. A rather fool- 
ish tradition locates the giving of the Beatitudes on 
these rather inaccessible little peaks, and a most au- 
thentic tragic history brings to mind the onrush of 
Saladin’s Arab horsemen as they’ overwhelmed the 
Crusaders in 1187, and so blighted forever the twelfth 
century dream of a Christian Palestine. 

Everything in this world is overtopped by some- 
thing ; it would not be well for us to feel ourselves su- 
preme, or as having attained a supreme place. Here 
even this_commanding height ef Tabor, which affects 
to look down upon all, sinks into -humble insignificance 
before the majesty of the Sheik mountain crowned 
with his white turban, mighty Hermon, which shuts 
in the northern horizon and makes our mountain out- 
look seem like a mere footstool to the majesty that 
is enshrined in snow there. 

It is good on this mountaintop to let one’s thoughts 
revel in a wealth of memory, which, wherever one 
looks, is.quickened_ at once to become some sugges- 


This article was written by Dr. Kyle when he was 
in Palestine last year on a trip to Oriental lands 
which was concluded in China, where he spoke at 
missionary centers. He sailed on a similar mission 
to €hina on January 24 from San Francisco on 
the Shenyu Maru. On this trip he will give a 
course of eighty lectures irrthe various theological 
seminaries of China, and will deal with “ the Bible 
in the Light of Archeological Research.” 








tive scene of long ago. Little Nain nestles over 
there across the Plain against the sides of Little Her- 
mon recalling a funeral that the Master turned into 
a festival. Yonder cluster oi great buildings on the 


hill to the west crowns the heights of the hill on 


which his “city was built” Beyond that ridge above 
Nazareth, at Kefer Kenna, or was it a few miles 
farther on at Kana El Jelil, Cana of Galilee? was 
wrought the “beginning of miracles” in otr Lord’s 
career. By that way to the east across the upland 
plain he went down to Capernaum and abode there, 
just a little to the right of that corner of the waters 
of the Lake visible from this poimt. Round about 
the oval basin of the Lake he taught and wrought 
miracles and sent his disciples out to the “fishing 
business” of the evangelistic life. There, also, he 
was the Great Physician come to the health resort in 
that region whither people came, and still come, to 
use the mineral baths for “divers diseases.” And, 
was it here on this spot on green Tabor, or far 
away yonder in “the~ regions of Caesarea Philippi” 
among- the slopes of snow-crowned Hermon that he 
was transfigured before them, “while he prayed,” to 
show the possibilities of human nature through the 
prayer life. 


Tabor’s Archeological Problem 


The one great archedlogical problem of Tabor is 
the question of the place of the transfiguration. The 
whole controversy arises out of the conflict between 
internal and external evidence on the subject, between 
a harmony of the Gospels and the testimony of 
tradition. If there were no tradition, there would 
perhaps be no doubt in the mind of any one that that 
wondrous scene took place on Hermon; if, on the 
other hand, the New. Téstament gave no hints of 
the movements of our Lord and his. disciples, such 
as the harmony of the Gospels presents to us, and so 
there was nothing to lead us but tradition, perhaps 
all the Christian world would believe Tabor to be 
the mount of transfiguration. Since we have both 
the external and the internal evidence, opinion is 


hopelessly divided. Practically all scientific study of . 


the New Testament narrative results in a decision 
in fav8r of ‘Hermon, but all the Christian world that 
sets much store by tradition holds tenaciously to 
Tabor. 

The tradition has the unqualified endorsement of 
Jerome, and the Catholic world is able to trace that 
tradition back through a long list of lesser worthies 
to about one hundred and Rfty years after Christ, 
But four hundred years, to the time of Jerome, is a 
very long time; many strange stories may originate 
and persist, as well as grow, traditionally, in four 
hundred years. Even a hundred and fifty years is 
a period almost as long as from the founding of the 
Great Republic to the present time. Some of the 
current beliefs concernitig persons and events of that 
time have been exploded. Even the Barbara Frietchie 
legend of Civil War times is very persistent, despite 
the absolute denial of those who were represented as 
among the principal actors. The “tradition” of the 
playing of “Nearer, my God, to Thee,” by the band of 
the Titanic as the ship sank, is also very persistent 
and probably will continue to be so, notwithstanding 
that the leader of the band, who survived, says 
the tune played was not that one but another. There 
can be no doubt that “the angels of Mons” will con- 
tinue in the folklore of the allied nations despite the 
disclaimer of the poet who first gave out his poetic 
“vision.” 

So, while “An uncontradicted tradition among 
many people, for a long time, containing nothing 
inherently probable, is worthy of all credence,” the 
tradition of Tabor as the mount of transfiguration is 
not such a tradition, for it is contradicted by all the 
positive testimony there is in a harmony of the Gos- 
pels. Perhaps the hinge upon which the case in the 
New Testament turns is the expression, “after six 
days” (in Luke, “about an eight days after,” accord- 
ing to a different method of computation). The hu- 
man mind uses such an expression of that which 
either precedes or follows the point of time under 
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consideration. This expression may then mean that 
something took place after six days of events that 
erided at that time, or after six days of events that 
began at that time. The only possible harmony of the 
Gospels seems to indicate that these six days of events 
were from “the coasts of Tyre and Sidon” around 
through northern Galilee to “the regions of Caesarea 
Philippi,” whence, after the transfiguration, accord- 
ing to this evidence at Hermon, he came “to Caper- 
naum,” this being the same journey also described 
as from “the coasts of Tyre and Sidon” around 
“through Decapolis.” 

So the case stands; and so, while the Catholic 
world which, in such matters, gives greater promi- 
nence to tradition than to exegesis, holds to the tra- 
ditional place of Tabor, the rest of the Christian 
world, which places a higher value upon exegesis than 
upon tradition, when they conflict, will probably al- 
ways continue to hold to Hermon as the place where 
our ewe glory once shone out while he was upon 
earth. 


Crusaders Provided for Moses and Elias 


There are other archeological interests at Tabor 
but of a later date; the ruins of a small church, of 
the fourth or fifth century by the decorations of 
the walls, and the foundations and some part 
of the walls of a great Crusader cathedral with a 
great central apse and two side ones, “one for Moses 
and one for Elias,” as Peter desired. The monks 
here have also most ambitious plans for rebuilding 
this great church on the old foundations, When 
some good Catholic comes along with the money, 
that memorial church may be restored, to vie with 
the greatest churches of the world. 

But after all that can be said of archeological re- 
mains and ‘restorations at the place, its principal 
archeological interest is as a point of observation. 
It looks down upon the scene of much of the Bible 
history of both the Old and the New Testament, as 
we have seen, and it is a lookout for much that is 
good and bad in the later life of the land; for it is 
“the wheatfield as well as the battlefield of Palestine.” 
But, especially, it overlooks most of the scenes of 
Christ’s life both as a private citizen and as a public 
teacher, for there is Nazareth to the northwest and 
here is the Lake to the northeast. For one whole day 
we have rested and looked and meditated in quiet 
coneerenes, and drunk deeply at nature’s fountain 
as. well as at history’s chalice. The location with 
the feeling of exaltation and aloofness that it begets, 
such as only a mountaintop, and only some mountain- 
tops, can give, has been ours. 

In the early morning I went out again upon the 
housetop to see the sunrise from the mountain. The 
sky overhead was the glorious dome of heaven un- 
dimmed, except only, low upon the earth, about the 
horizon, lay some banks of clouds in the west farthest 
from the coming sun. A roseate dawn, such as ‘is 
never seen but in the Orient, gave promise of a 
glorious day. At last the sun suddenly appeared, and 
the pure full light streamed out upon the world. At 
first, only the mountaintops caught its beams directly; 
all else received but diffused or reflected light. There 
was great Hermon towering in majesty and glory, 
Little Hermon more lowly, but green and beautiful, 
and also Gilboa farther to the south, the wall to the 
east and the mountains of Bashan, and the long range 
of Carmel far away to the west. : 

Slowly the sun rose into the heavens, and little by 
little the shadows shortened and fled away from the 
mountain-sides. and the great plain and the deep val- 
ley of the Jordan until all the land was filled with 
the light and the glory and the warmth and life- 
giving influence of the sun. 

So did Tabor witness the rising of the Sun of 
Righteousness. It was a dark world into which He 
came, but he was heralded by a long line of prophets 
and Psalmists. At last suddenly he shone forth and 
the day came. At first it was only lofty souls that 
caught his gleams, a few higher ones here and there 
who were able to catch the light; not such as were 
great in the world, but great in their souls’ vision. 
At first also only a few of-the dark spots of human 
life were lighted up, the private life of individuals, 
the little home circle, the life of the mother and of 
the little children whom~he suffered to come \unto him, 
and here and there a little ot the brotherhood of man. 
But the great valleys and the plains of life and its 
mountain ranges were still in the shadow and for 
long continued so; human freedom, industrial meth- 
ods, the pride of learning, the wealth of the world, 
national selfishness, and all the great vices, —all 
these still lay low down in the gloom. As the Sun 
rose higher, the shadows began to shorten and flee 
away, and the plains of life to brighten, until we have 
come-upon the time when every dark place in human 
life is beginning to be lighted up. Tabor saw the 
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Sunrise; we are beginning to see the full light of 
day. As in many a place in this Holy Land, so here 
at Tabor, — ; 
_ Its most precious antiquity is a point of observa- 
tion, 

PHILADELPHIA. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








Where Faith and Education Work Together 


In an institution with a Christian 
“College Spirit” 

















The Victorious Life 








Calendar of Conferences 


Under this heading in frequent issues of The Sunday 
School Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victorious Life Conferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimonies from 
those who have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by speakers of the 
Victorious Life Testimony. The following complete list is 
therefore given of all meetings now planned under the 
auspices of the Victorious Life Testimony, and of other 
meetings which, while not conducted by the Testimony, are 
to be addressed by members of its Council. 


Quezaltenango, Guatemala 
A series of Victorious Life meetings to be held the 
last of January and the first of February, to be ad- 
dréssed by the Rev. Messrs. Howard B. Dinwiddie and 
L. L. Legters. 


- 


New York City 


Winter Conference at Mrs. C. DeP. Field’s home, 21 
East Twenty-sixth Street, February 21-24, to be ad- 
dressed by the Rev. D. McTavish, of Toronto; the Rev. 
Charles E. Hurlburt, of the Africa Inland Mission; Mr. 
Charles G. Trumbull, of The Sunday School Times. 


Rochester, N. Y. 
A Victorious Life Conference, under the auspices of 
the Rochester Gospel Center, March 5-12, Mr. Charles 
G. Trumbull, speaker. Further information may be 
obtained from Mr. A. G. Slaght, 140 Court Street, Ro- 
chester, N. Y. 


Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Appointments 

A. series of meetings at St. Louis, February 6-10, at 
Xenia Theological Seminary. Full information may be 
had from the Rev. J. E. Wishart, 683, Washington 
Avenue, St. Louis. 

Another series. in St.Louis at the Washington-Comp- 
ton Presbyterian Church, February 12-17, information 
to be had from Mr. B. F. Edwards, president of the 
National City Bank, St. Louis. 

Columbus, Ohio, Februaty 19-26, Neil Avenue United 
Presbyterian Charch, information to be had’ from Dr. 
J. G. King, 25: West Sixth Avenue, Columbus, ‘Ohio. 

Atlanta, Ga., Baptist Tabernacle, March 2-12, informa- 
tion to be had from Dr. J. M. Ham, 78 Luckie Street, 
Atlanta. 

Youngstown, Ohio, March 19-24, Tabernacle United 
Presbyterian Church, information to be had from the 
Rev. John Heslip, 244 West Madison Avenue, Youngs- 
town, 

Springfield, Ohio, Mareh 26-31, First United Presby- 
terian Church, information to be had from Dr. R. H. 
Hume, 1019 South Limestone Street, Springfield. 

Coshocton, Ohio, April 2-7, information to be had from 
the Rev. J. A. Speer, 215 North Sixth Street, Coshocton. 

Columbus, Ohio, April 9-14, Broad Street Presbyterian 
Church, information to be had from Dr. S. S. Palmer, 
49 South Ohio Avenue,. Columbus. 


Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa., Easter Day, April 16, 
Church of the Atonement. 

A series of addresses at Princeton University, April 
17-21, under the auspices of the Philadelphia Society, 
information to be had from Mr. Charles H. Haines, 
Murray-Dodge Hall, Princeton, N. J. . 

Bible Conference at Altoona, Pa., April 23-25, infer- 
mation to be had from the Rev. E. M. Dougherty, 5417 
Montrose Avenue. 

A series of addresses to be delivered at the National 
Bible Institute, New York City, during the month of 
May, information to be had from Mr. Don O. Shelton, 
214-216 West Thirty-fifth Street, New York. 


Will you pass on the above information to those who 
may be interested in attending or praying for these meet- 
ings? Prayer is especially asked for the following needs: 

1. That in all messages by these speakers there shall 
be clearly presented the: all-sufficiency of. the provision 

God has made in our Lord Jesus Christ for every need 

of those who believe. 

2. That there shall also be presented the utter and 
continual helplessness and insufficiency of every one apart 
from Christ to live a life pleasing to God. 


The threefold work of the Testimony, —its Conferences, 
the large property at Keswick, N. J., as a conference cen- 
ter and rest home for Christian workers, and the Pioneer 
Mission Agency, — is entirely supported by voluntary of- 
ferings from God’s people. Will you pray -that God. shall 
meet all the needs of all the work He would have the 
Testimony de? The Treasurer is Mr. B. F. Culp, 606 
Perry Building, Sixteenth and Chestnut Streets, Philadel- 
phia, 

Keswick, N. J., is now open to returned missionaries and 
other Christian workers seeking rest and refreshment, 
physical and spiritual. Situated near Lakewood, the noted 
heaith resort, Keswick is a place of lakes linked by 
limpid streams, and of rustic rambles in piney woods. 
Victorious Life Conferences are held there from time to 
time during the entire year, and the spiritual atmosphere 
is not less notable than the tonic out-of-doors air. The 
charge for room and board is $10 a week. Full information 
may be had from Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, N.. J. 


lege?” the visitor asked a student. Instantly 
came ‘the answer, “The spirit among the stu- 

dents themselves,” : . 
Now “student spirit’ does not happen. And it is 
not always of-one type. . In some colleges the stu- 
dent spirit is critical and exclusive, in others ,highly 


“Wiese? is the best thing about Wheaton Col- 


athletic in. its chief interest; in still others aristo-’ 


cratic, or democratic, or scientific, or classical, or un- 
fortunately, as President Butler, of Columbia. has 
recently pointed out, in effect very much like that 
of a country club. So one needs to know what kind 
of spirit is meant when -student spirit is referred 
to as the best thing about a college. 

But whatever the type, student spirit is a very fair 
reflection of the actual results that any college is 
getting in its student product. And, after all, it is 
the total amosphere of a college that interests thought- 
ful parents. The same thing interests the student 
quite as keenly, if not‘ so intelligently, before he 
enters; and not long after he arrives it is the test 
by which he comes to measure his callege. 

It is the test which Wheaton College welcomes. 
Not all institutions of. learning to-day would like 
to be judged by that test. The original purposes of 
many a college and university have given way under 
the pressure of popular demand. Professors within 
them deplore, and do not deny, that fact. I asked 
a very democratic professor in a large university 
now thronged with students, whether the university 
had improved as it had grown larger. He smiled 
and shook his head.: “Quite the other way,” he said, 
“quite the other way.” The president of that yast 
institution has been almost heart-broken over some 
of the currents that have swept his university out 
into decidedly uncharted and unintended waters. 

But somehow Wheaton College, while not under 
the care or support of any denomination, bas not-been 
swung away from its first and steadily continuing 
purposes,—to furnish a thorough college education, 
not apart from Christian faith and training, but al- 
Ways under the motto and seal .of the college, and 
always. with the .main, purpose ¢xpressed_ therein 
not nominally; but actually, kept alive, “Christo et 
vegnus cius,’ —“For Christ and his Kingdom.” 

fou would at. once notice how conveniently, how 
beautifully, situated is this unassuming. comparatively 
unheralded college,if you should visit the charming 
county town of Wheaton, only twenty-five miles west 
of Chicago. The modesty of the college is consistent 
with the spirit of quiet faith in which it was founded 
and has been carried on. The campus is dignified and 
ample, with lovely trees 4nd pleasant walks; the 
buildings are simple in architecture, but far too few 
in number, as you soon learn, to care for the stu- 
dents who are now overflowing the college facilities. 
In the homes around the campus and throughout 


-the town students are obliged to find accommodatiens, 


now that Wheaton is -becoming increasingly known 
to Christian parents. Not that the student body 
has been local, — far frei it. Many states ang many 
lands are represented, and many alumni and alumnae 
in the learned professions, and in business, and in 
home and foreign missionary service, have scattered 
the fine results of Wheaton training over the world. 

There is absolutely not enough room to care for 
the students who are asking to-day about Wheaton 
and who want to enter the college. “If you give us 
fifty or a hundred students,” wrote President Blanch- 
ard to a friend of the college, “I shall have to ask 
you to come and help drive stakes for the tents in 
which to place them!” 

And Wheaton ought not to be without ample facil- 
ities any longer. % 

You would say so if you made ‘a study of the stu- 
dent life that exists there now. It is wholesome. It 
is extremely busy. It is frankly and unaffectedly in- 
terested in big things, clean things. The plain-living 
and ¢ecidedly self-sacrificing faculty, sharing as they 
do in the uncertainties of the total income of this 
small college with a great testimony, have evidently 
kindled among the students a like spirit: Many, very 
many of the students, no matter from what families 
they come are workine their way through. Perhaps 
you noticed two husky boys in jumpers and over- 
alls, down at the station when you arrived. They 
were students on their way to Chicago to work in 
the railroad shops for the afternoon. Another big 
fellow. waits on your table in a restaurant. He is 
the son of a city pastor, and strong in all the college 
work and student activities. Those girls helping in 
the dining hall come fram the very best families. 
And _ so it goes throughout the college. 

You. would be sure to notice the snap and the 
heartiness and fervor of the singing in chapel; the 
spirited way. in which student prayer-meetings are 
conducted ;, the large numbers at a meeting of the 
student. volunteer band; and if you: have the slightest 
reputation in Christian work, you want to be pre- 
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pared to answer questions on the ‘Bible, on religious 
problems of to-day, on books good to read, i you 
meet students personally. But you will certainly 
notice the absence of one prominent feature of mod- 
ern college life,—the cigarette. Queer, isn’t it, -to 
see college men on the campus and not’one smoking! 
Well, that standard is characteristic of Wheaton. 
Where the cigarette is not, there is by so much a 
cleaner spirit. 

_ And, by the way, another “social necessity” is lack- 
ing at eaton,— college dances. It is a co-edu- 
cational college, too. But if any one imagines that 
the well-ordered social life of Wheaton is dull with- 


out the dance, let him mingle for a day or two with ~ 


the students, and decide for himself. 0, the dance 
is absolutely taboo, and its absence helps wonderfully 
to clean thinking, good brain-work, and true Chris- 
tian activity. = 

Those students are a hard-working crowd, men- 
tally. They need to be. The curriculum is rich 
extensive, and cultural. It is taught by devotees, by 
scholarly men and women who share in the objec- 
tives of the students; and as you meet the. teachers, 
and attend their classes, you cannot fail to observe 
the spirit of co-operation and encouragement on every 
hand. The “Y. M.” and “Y. W.” welcoming commit- 
tees that meet students, at the station upon arrival, 
and the friendly, helpful spirit in the college offices 
are typical of what is found in class-room and dormi- 
tory, in prayer groups and literary societies, afid in 
athletics. -And you will soon discover that President 
Blanchard means what he says when te explains to 
you that in choosing his teaching staff. he requires 
first, sound convictions on Christian fundamentals, 
and clean living; and then, having satisfied himself as 
to these essentials, he requires with no less emphasis 
a thoroughly adequate scholarship. 

It is not easy in these days to secure teachers 
who do not hold or teach the evolutionary theory of 
life, for that theory, as one~educator has. pointed 
out, is the basis, unscientific:though it is, of our popu- 
lar American e tional system..to-day. .. But .evo- 
lution is net accepted or taught at. Wheaton, That 
fact..of .itself isa definite .call. to, conservative ,Chris- 
tians to stand by this..small college . with .a.: great 
testimony (and any other colleges like it) in such 
a way as to give it wholly adequate facilities. Its 
stand on this question is not by any. means: the only 
reason for. guaranteeing Wheaton a full equipment 
of buildings, and generous support for its teachers. 
The reasons are manifold. It is a true light shining 
in a pretty dark place —the field of modern educa- 
tion so secularized that religious’ foundations are al- 
most forgotten in many of the very institutions that 
were founded primarily as Christiari jnstitutions. 

The cotintry needs the help of Wheaton even 
more than Wheaton needs merely popular support. 
But the need there is acute. Many more of us than 
have ever yet done so will wish to bear our testimony 
in substantial ways to our belief in the combined 
training in distinctively Christian truth and practise, 
and in high academic standards of culture and school- 
ing for useful life-work, as found in Wheaton. It-is 
for all this that the college exists.to which President 
Blanchard d his noble-hearted staff are literally 
giving their lives. 

Wheaton is in real need to-day — not baffled in the 
least, nor lowering its standards, nor raising undul 
its very moderate tuition charge, but, in faith, hold- 
ing true to its ideals. Not only that, but it is plan- 
ning in faith for new buildings to house the hundreds 
that are seeking its privileges, for larger endowment, 
for more adequate support. Wheaton is looking 
toward and praying for an enlarging at least some- 
what in proportion to the clear and insistent call 
of more than a nation-wide parenthood and youth that 
cannot be content with a curriculum or a college at- 
mosphere that makes for sheer materialism. , 

If you! would like to see Wheaton continue and 
grow in all the elements of a college to which you 
would be glad to send the young people from your own 
Christian home,— then why not say so to President 
Charles A. Blanchard (Wheaton, Ill.) with your 
gifts? The Sunday School Times will be glad to 
receive and forward contributions. Dr. Blanch- 
ard will gladly tell you an 
work, and his hopes for it. -Will you ask, —and help 
him in lifting the load? 


PHILapDELPBia. 
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A missionary in Algiers, helped and encouraged 
by Mr. Howard’s book, “When the Days Seem Dark,” 
is just now distributing more than forty yee in 
the stations of his mission and elsewhere. Perhaps 
the book, in these difficult days, might also be of use 
to some one you know. (The Sunday School Times 
Co., Philadelphia, $1.25.) 
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Lesson for February 19 
2 Kings 5 : 1-27 


le School “2 


By the Rev. Warren R. Ward, arto" Westminstes Preshy- 


fore the church to-day is the summer vacation 
period. It is said that twenty million children 

are turned loose in the country to be idle for two 
months during the summer. These young people 
are? being trained to study and think in our public 
schools, and yet their minds are largely unoccupied 
during the summer months. A majority of these 
children are from Protestant families. There are 
178,000 Protestant churches in the United States 
which are idle at. this time when at least 10,000,000 
children are knocking at the doors for admittance 
for teaching and training. It is said that these chil- 
dren will not come to church schools in summer, 
Some af us know better. Tens of thousands of 
them are being gathered into Bible schools for from 
four to six weeks every summer, with most beneficial 
Not all will come, but it is the history of 
the Church from the beginning that the “remnant” 
is saved and must carry God’s plan through. 

The summer Bible school is a movement on the 
art of some of the most far-seeing men and churches. 

ost people to whom this question is presented think 
in terms of the Daily Vacation Bible School move- 
ment, which has been so well and favorably known 
in connection with our Home Mission work. In 
their effort to meet the particular problem of the 
foreign element, the leaders have thought it best to 
lay the emphasis upon recreational and industrial 
work and introduce as much Bible as is possible un- 
der the circumstances, The result is that many peo~ 
ple think of the Daily Vacation Bible School work 
as largely a patriotic and philanthropic movement 
with a smattering of Bible work thrown in as a 
side issue. Personally, I feel that this particular 
‘type of work has been a wonderful blessing to the 
communities where it has been carried on, and it 
‘has been a real force in bringing the Gospel to thou- 
sands of people. On the other hand; I believe that 
this type of school is not at all suited to the aver- 
age church, and that it is next to a waste of time 
and money to promote it in residential sections. 

The Summer Bible School is essentially an educa- 
tional movement. The mae should be laid upon 
the word school. It should be just as much a_ school 
as the pyblic school and should be conducted with 
the same efficiency and thoroughness. The Bible 
should be taught here with the same scientific methods 
as are used in the day schools to teach mathématics 
and history. We are not in this worksto amuse and 
entertain the children; we are making a serious ef- 
fort to teach the young people of the church the most 
important things in the world —*what the Word of 
God says about God, Jesus Christ, and our relation 
to him. All things worth while cost something, and 
this is no exception to the rule. We must, have a 
real school, taught by real teachers, accomplishing 
real results, so that we know that we have done 
something and are able to show what that something 
is. 

It must never be forgotten, however, that the fun- 


QO’: of the most neglected opportunities be- 


damental “something” in the aim of the Bible school* 


is to teach God’s Word in such a way that the pupils 
shall reverénce it, believe it, and love it. “By aii 
means save some” should be our motto. The most 
elaborate and the most perfect system will-fail of 
real effectiveness unless it brings a child to a proper 
attitude toward Christ. We must teach systematicall 
and by the most approved methods and. use “all 
means’ to attain our great end of salvation and 
equipment for service. 

After my own experience of three -years, I have 
come to know that more can be accomplished in 
four weeks in July than in a whole year in Sunday- 
school work. This is not because I do not place 
the proper emphasis upon the Sunday-school, for no 
one is a more enthusiastic Sunday-school worker than 
I am; but J know what a summer school can do. 
It will be a great day for Christ and the Church when 
every church puts on a summer Bible school as a part 
of its regular program: 

I am discussing the summer Bible school conducted 
by the local church in its own building. Anything 
that may be said must be qualified or adapfed to 
each situation. I know of many successful schools, 
but I know of no two that are exactly alike. 

That the statements that follow may be better un- 
derstood I should say that our church, the West- 
minster Presbyterian, is located in West Philadel- 
phia, neither in a mill district nor among aristocrats, 
but. our community is residential, made up of well- 
to-do working people. Our church has a member- 








ship of about twelve hundred and our Sunday-school 
a agen of about the same. 

First of all, we realized the importance and the ne- 
cessity of the most careful preparation. This was 
not a side issue; but it was thé work of the church 
for the period. We started the preparation months 
beforehand. —in January for the following summer. 
We employ the finest trained men to give their 
entire time to the work of pertoctins our public 
school system. Should the church do iess in the 
matter of teaching our young the more essential 
things? I as pastor believe in this thing myself with 
all my heart. I doubt if a successful school can be 
conducted without the hearty co-operation of the 
pastor. ‘ 

Then we got the officers of the church and Sun- 
day-school back of the proposition and enlisted the 
interest of the teachers. It took time and personal 
work to do this. Not one sermon but half a dozen 
were necessary to make the congregation see the 
point. If you have a Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, that is probabiy the natural place to launch the 
plan. The parents and children of the church were 
made to want the school and to look forward to the 
opening of the first session. 

One of the most helpful methods of interesting 
the church in the summer Bible school, and at the 


Same time creating an enthusiasm among the boys . 


and girls was the use of the Sunday. morning church 
service during the summer scheol term. One of the 
features of our school work has been the study 
of one of the great hymns of the church each week. 
“T love to tell the story” was studied one week the 
past summer. The children were urged to learn the 
verses of this hymn and were asked to sing the hymn 
from memory on Sunday morning in church at the 
regular time ‘for the anthem by the choir. It was 
most gratifying to the pastor to see a hundred and 
fifty children stand around the pulpit and sing with- 
out books and with rare reverence and feeling three 
verses of this old hymn. The people were not sorry 
that the choir was on a vacation for the time. 

Again, the same method was used in the matter 
of the Scripture. Instead of reading a passage from 
the Bible in the Sunday morning church service, the 
pastor calls upon some grade from the summer Bible 
school to recite the chapter or passage learned dur- 
ing the week. 

or instance, Grade II (composed of five-year-old 
children) was asked to come to the pulpit and re- 
cite the Twenty-third Psalm. About fifteen responded, 
and from every side we heard the comment: “Wasn’t 
that beautiful?” “They did well.” 

Grade VI (the nine-year-old children) was asked 
&o recite John 15: 1-20, and I need not say that the 
parents were proud of their accomplishment. At this 
point the pastor invariably asked the question: “Is 
your boy or girl of this age, and can he or she re- 
cite these verses? If not, why not?” It should be 
observed that no boy or girl was allowed to take 


,part in this exercise unless he or she had first re- 


cited the passage to the teacher privately. This in- 
sured perfection of recitation and deepened the in- 
terest. This plan was followed each Sunday during 
the summer Bible school term. ° 

The “financial problem ‘was not serious when the 
proper spirit had been developed. It was necessary 
to interest a few individuals in order to make a 
start possible. After the people saw the results 
they gladly paid the bill. Some churches always 
foHow the special contribution plan, and others have 
made it a part of the church program and add the 
amount necessary to the church budget, as we-did. 

How much will i cost? That depends upon the 
type of school and the number of children. Our 
school cost us $516 last summer! or about $2.25 per 
child for four weeks. I believe that this is a fair aver- 
age for a high grade school. I understand that the pub- 
lic schools of Philadelphia cost us “8 a month per child. 
We cannot do effective work cheaply. We do not ask 
the children to help pay for the school, but we culti- 
vate their giving spirit by receiving an offering for 
mission work of some kind each Friday morning 
of the term. 

The type of school must be decided. This will de- 
pend on local conditions. The departmental type is 


the popular type and best adapted to the average 
church. Following this plan the children are divided 
into three groups corresponding to the Beginners, 
Primary, and Junior Departments of the Sunday- 
One or more teachers are provided for each 
The closely graded . 


school. 
grade within the departments. 


‘tion, rested upon his breast. 
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type is far superior, and no other plan should be 
considered for a large group of ‘children. Accord- 
ing to this plan, as many grades and teachers are 
provided as there are groups of twenty-five to forty 
children. We had in our school last year ten grades, 
meeting with ten teachers in separate rooms. From 
four to ten years there was a teacher for every year. 
The children from eleven to fourteen years were 
divided into two groups. It was found necéssary 
to add an additional grade for the seven-year-old 
children. . j 

With one exception, our teachers were all public 
school teachers engaged in active service, and for 
the most part they taught the same grades that they 
teach in public school. Of course, all the teachers 
are Christians identified with some church, We en- 
gaged our teachers months beforehand, and paid 
them ten dollars a week. It is rare, indeed, to find 
first class teachers who are willing to give the time 
and strength to this work every day for four or 
five weeks and do it on the volunteer basis. On the 
other hand, there are splendid Christian trained 
teachers who are willing to volunteer their services 
for work in churches that are financially unable to 
pay the salary, and such workers are second to 
none. 

Churches that are not able to secure trained workers 
at all should not be discouraged in their desire to 
promote a summer Bible school. It is possible to 
do very excellent work with teachers who have not 
had the advantage of normal school training, but 
who have been trained in the school of God’s grace 
and providence. What I am insisting upon is that 
God expects the church to furnish him with the 
very best. equipment possible. Fundamentally God 
must do the work, and he can use any tools avail- 
able, but he desires the very best tools, — workmen 
that are “thoroughly furnished.” Nothing but the 
very best possible workers are “good enough” for the 
Lord to use in this work. 
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. The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
| Director for North America of the China i.land Mission 














Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from among 
the children of Israel: and the Levites shall be mine 
(Num, 8:14). ° 


ROM one point of view, there was no difference 
between the various classes in Israel. The peo- 
le made one nation, and it was a nation of priests. 
ence, the names of the twelve tribes, according to 
their birth, rested upon the shoulders of the high 
priest, and the same names, according to their posi- 
All were equally near 
and dear; all were equally redeemed and preserved; 
all were equally sanctified and glorified. 

But from. another point of view, there was much 
difference between the various_classes in Israel. The 
common people were not the Levites; nor were the 
Levites the house of Aaron; nor were the sons of 
Aaron, Aaron himself. From this standpoint, each 
man in Israel had his own place, service, obligation 
and opportunity; and one person could not trespass 
upon the rights and privileges of another. Thus 
it came to pass, for instance, that a common man 
might never become a priest; nor could the high 
priest ever become a common man. In other words, 
God placed every man in his own position; and the 
man, at the peril of judgment and death, had to as- 
certain what that position was and then maintain 
himself in it, F 

It was thus that Jehovah separated the Levites 
from the children of Israel, and, in a particular and 
peculiar sense, made them his; This divine act cost 
the Levites much, for they thus lost their inheritance 
in the land. At the same time, it gained them much, 
for they thus obtained their inheritance in God. From 
that time on, a peculiar compact existed between 
themselves and Jehovah; they lived for God; and, in 
return, God lived for them. And it is not difficult 
to decide which one came out the better in Such 
an arrangement. In contracts between man and 
God, the latter always shows that He is the better 
covenant-keeper and, also, the better payer. 

One trouble with modern saints is that they do 
not like divine distinctions, especially if they are 
to be put in the common class. And another trouble 
is, that they do not like to be put in any upper class 
if they have got to exchange, in the process, the 
human for. the divine, the earthly for the heavenly. 
Most of us like to be high-up in place, but we prefer 
to be low-down in possession. We want to sit on 
thrones, but we also want to live like slaves. Such, 
however, is not God’s order of things. If we draw 
near to him, we must draw away from the world. 
If we. live with him, he being our King, we must 
also live*in him, hé being our reward. And God 
pity the man who thinks that. such exchanging. is 
loss instead of infinite and eternal gain! 


Princeton, N. J. 
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Who forgiveth all thine iniquities 
Who healeth all thy diseases.—Psalm 103 : 2, 3 ¥ 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


HERE are two million lepers in the world to- 

day. Me my the spirit of the little Israelitish 

maiden the Mission for Lepers maintains ninety- 
two hospitals and homes for them. These and other 
interesting facts are brought out in the Introduction 
to the Family Worship Department and in the read- 
ings for the early part of the week. One of our 
Lord’s first acts after preaching the Sermon on the 
Mount was to touch and heal a leper.* 


Our Background Material 

Through Naaman “the Lord had given deliverance 
unto Syria” (v. 1). Josephus records Jewish tradi- 
tion as identifying Naaman as the archer who drew 
his bow at a venture, wounding Ahab (1 Kings 22: 
), for which service Benhadad, his king, promoted 
m to be captain of the Syrian host. 
Naaman’s leprosy was of the most malignant type, 
the white leprosy (v. 27). What leprosy is in all its 
hideousness, how it symbolizes sin, is explained by 
Dr. Smellie (1, 2). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

The perennial] freshness of this story can be brought 
out to adults and infants alike, and all grades be- 
tween, by using the teaching principle of the law 
of interest, as stiggested by Dr. Ellis. “A Scripture 
classic,” it is called by Dr. Griffith Thomas in the 
Introduction. 

And yet if it had -not been that a little Israelitish 
maid, finding herself in captivity to an alien race, had 
recognized that that was God's place for her,- and 
that she must do God’s will where she was, this: won- 
derful story of deliverance the Gospel in the Old 
Testament — could not have been written. How won- 
derfully God uses little things, and what a wonder- 
ful ministry he can have through little people, if they 
yield to him (Dr. Smellie, 3, 4; Mr. Teas, 2). 

It is not difficult to find illustrations of wonderful 
salvations that have resulted from what little peo- 
ple did (Round-Table, 1, 2). 

The little maiden was another of that wonderful 
seven thousand in Israel who had not bowed the 
knee to Baal (Dr. Smellie, 3), and she and other 
“Bible girls” in whose class Mr, Ridgway (2) puts 
her, were what they were because they were Bible 

irls. They had been brought up from infancy on 
x0d’s Word. Is your daughter this kind of a girl? 
Are you seeking to equip the girls in your class with 
the spirit and influence of the little heroine of this 
story? 

Girls are quick to feel the discord between their 
ideals and their circumstances, and just the lesson 
they should learn from this story is most discrim- 
atingly brought out by Mrs. Askew in her first four 
paragraphs. 

Pegs. upon which the lesson teaching can easily be 
hung are driven in for us in a fine analysis by Dr. 
Thomas in The Lesson’s Main Message. 

One thing lacking in a life may cast a shadow over 
many things possessed. This was the case with 
Naaman (Dr. Thomas, I, 12). 

It is a great mistake to let one’s heart go out in 
envy of the mighty man of valor, because there is 
so often the “but” which introduces the fly in the 
ointment. Mr. Ridgway cites a pathetic illustration 
of a twentieth century man of this kind (Mr. Ridg- 
way, 1). 

It might be well enough to encourage the class to 
think out for themselves some of these “buts,” as 
M?#. Teas suggests doing in the boys’ class lesson. 

It does not become people who are in danger of 
death to be “choicy” (Round-Table, 3). 

One reason Christian enterprises often fail is be- 
cause men look to men rather than to God. The lit- 
tle Israelitish maid spoke to her distinguished mas- 
ter of the prophet, but he and his advisers thought 
that the king of Israel would be a more fitting. man 
to aaa to apply for the help desired (Dr. Thomas, 


The king of Syria, Benhadad, lacked knowledge 
of the true God. The king of Israel, Joram, had the 
knowledge of God, but lacked faith in God. He was 
the worse sinner of the two, for he sinned against 
light. It is a different thing to know God from know- 
ing about God. 

Close contact with leprosy was to be avoided in 


i 





2 All who would minister by prayer or giving to the 
American Mission to Lepers may address W. M. Danner. 
General Secretary, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


Devotional : Psalm : 103: 1-12. 
Reerens Matra Luke 4; oa : ry 129-26. 
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Whether bie wet be pure, and 
whether it be right.—Prov. 20 : xr. 


hild maieth himself knowa 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 1-4, 9-14 


aE 
ule 
RTH: 
pLeas a 
-fFReeer aiff 
Eef rice 
pul 
cPeateE 
te 3 H i 
Ht ri 
rere Elst 


clean? 4 Then went he down, and 
times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of 
God; and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a 
little child, and he was clean. 


1Heb. before. * Heb. salvation. ®*Heb. was before. 
*Or, he *Heb. be thou clean. * Another reading is, 
Amanah. See S. of S. 4.8. 
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Israel, although the leper laws of Syria were doubt- 
less not so rigid, While Elisha seemingly may have 
been discourteous in refusing to meet his royal guest 
at the door and ask him into the parlor, he was treat- 
ing the great captain as lepers were due to be treated. 
Naaman flew into a rage because the prophet, in- 
stead of treating him as a gentleman who happened 
to be a leper, treated him rather as a leper who hap- 
pened to be a gentleman, as Dr. Maclaren, quoted 
by Dr. Thomas (I, 3), has so pithily remarked. 

Doubtless Elisha had a purpose in this seeming 
humiliation of the military man. Leprosy is a type 
of sin, and the world has always thought to make 
sin respectable. When Naaman took the place that a 
leper should take, and went on still further to carry 
out God’s cozamand. through the prophet, he was 
easily and immediately healed. There was no other 
way than God’s way (Dr. Thomas, I; 4; Dr. Smellie 
5). It is a very simple way, and hence it is oppo 
to men’s ideas (Dr. Smellie, 
want to be saved by doing — “some great thing” (Mr. 
Teas, 7). 

It is ewen easier to-day than it was in Naaman’s 
day to be healed of the sin of which leprosy was a 
type. One “does not even have to wash one time 
anywhere,” as is well said by Mr. Ridgway (3; Mrs. 
Askew, 4, 5). 

The reason of that strange request of Naaman for 
two mules’ burden of earth is explained by Dr. 
Thomas (I, 5). And that he was not compromising 


‘in asking to be allowed to be permitted to bow down 


in the house of Rimmon,.is the conviction also of 
Dr. Thomas, as expressed in the same paragraph 
(see also Dr. Smellie, 9). 

.What other book than the Bible would have left 
out the record of the gratitude of Naaman and his 
wife to the little girl? That Naanfan was capable 
of gratitude is evident from the way in which he 
tried to lavish it upon Elisha. Did the little maid 
remain with Naaman, or did he set her free? The 
sequel to this story-is saved for our inquiry when we 
get to Heaven. 

This is a lesson that affords an unusually fine_op- 
portunity for appealing to scholars to accept Christ 
(Mr. Teas, 8, 9). 


The Truth that Is Golden 


_ Naaman was not in a class by himself when he ques- 
tioned God’s way of curing him of leprosy by de- 
creeing the dip into the muddy waters of the Jor- 


7, 8). They usually™ 





dan. There are others. “Are not Abanah and Phar- 
par, rivers of Damascus,” he cried, “better than all 
the waters of Israel?” No. And for this reason: 
The ark had been through the waters of the Jordan! 
(Josh. 3:11, and compare Rom. 6:8, 9; Eph. 2: 5, 
6.) The ark was a type of Christ, and the Jordana 
type of death, Because Christ had gone throng 
ath for men—in Naaman’s day in type, but 
our day in reality—-Naaman could be saved from 
leprosy. For the same reason men can be saved to- 
day from the leprosy of sin. Naaman found that 
Ged’s way worked. Millions of twentieth century 
Naamans are finding that God’s way of salvation, — 
atonement through shed blood,—cleanses them ab- 
solutely from sin’s loathsomeness and tyranny (com- 
pare Dr. Smellie, 6). 


Teaching Points 


We may learn magnanimi ~—e both_the littl 
maid and Elisha (Mrs. yr d 2, 3). ema 

The case of Naaman should have shamed Israel, 
from the king down, out of their lack Of faith in 
Jehovah. The greatest of all teachers drew such 
a moral from the story (Luke 4: 23-27). 

Let us not be too hasty to condemfi Naaman before 
we ask ourselves if we are refusing to do work that 

od wants. us to do because it does not seem quite 
big enough —that which would bring the praise of 
men upon us (Mr. Howard). 


An important lesson is to be found in the contrast 
between Elisha’s leniency with Naaman in regard 
to conscience and his severity with Gehazi in’ re- 
gard to conduct (Dr. Thomas, I, 6, 7). 

Pride, preconception, and prejudice are Satan’s 
weapons to keep men from salvation (compare Dr. 
Thomas, in The Heart’ of the Lesson). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What were some of Naaman’s striking traits of 
character? (Mr. Teas, 5.) 

Was Elisha’s humiliating treatment of. the Syrian 
captain characteristic of the prophet?, (Dr.Thomas, 
I, 3; Mr. Teas, 6.) 

What can. children do for. Christ? 


How do you answer Dr. Griffith Thomas’ question 
as to whether Elisha’s permission to Naaman to bow 
in Rimmon’s temple was a permission or a sanction? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Law or Interest—The motive of all 
mental activity is some interest, instinctive or 
acquired, 











HE perennial freshness of this lesson doubtless 

lies in the. fact that it has so many points of in- 
terest dnd so many angles of application. The great 
variety of practical applications which it will yield 
on its very surface will-commend it to the interest 
of a great variety of folk. It is assumed that in every 
teaching of the lesson these will be developed and 
utilized. 4 

In the incident itself as recorded there are the 
ersonal factors which are always of interest —the 
ittle Hebrew maiden. the great Naaman, the prophet 
Elisha, the servant Gehazi, and the all-powerful Je- 
hovah. The inter-relation of these ‘characters and 
the contrasts between them are also of interest. Dis- 
tinction of any sort always attracts attention, and 
we have on the one hand the position distinction of 
Naaman in the Syrian’ kingdom, and on the other 
hand, the distinction of Elisha as a representative of 
Jehovah. The teacher should set these forth so 
as to increase the natural interest in these two great 
men. In the case of Naaman the interest will be 
heightened by the fact of his deadly malady. The 
instinctive desire to be well; the known incurability of 
leprosy by natural means, the overcoming of racial 
as well as personal pride on ‘the part of Naaman, the 
humiliating method of cure—these are some of the 
elements of interest here. If the Gehazi sequel is 
made part of the lesson it cannot fail of its own in- 
terest, because the human heart is not.a stranger to 
covetousness, and because instinctive curiosity makes 
us wonder what willbe the outcome. while wonder 
at the awfulness of his “natural punishment” holds 
us when the prophet of the Lord pronounces his doom. 


Huntinepon, PA. 






























































































The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





L. The Lesson’s Main Message 
HE exact date is uncertain. Elisha’s work was . 
done in the reigns of four kings, Jehoram, Jehu, 
Jehoahaz, and Josiah. Most le think this 
event Loy yee in the reign of the frst of these. See 
chapters 8 and 9. This story is a Scripture classic, 
the Old Testament version of Luke 15, “The Gos- 
pel in the Old Testament.” 

Needing (vs. 1-4). Naaman was a great man, rich, 
honored, and valiant, but had a terrible drawback, 
loathsome, permanent, and deadly. Not the many 
good things, but the “one thing lacking” should be 
our chief concern. But there came a cheering mes- 
sage to Naaman. A little Israelitish maid in her sad 
position was still of the true faith, and. her uncon- 
— — led to great results and wide useful- 
ness. 

Seeking (vs. 5-8). The girl had spoken of the 

bus the bese was thought to be superior, 
and so the royal request was expressed in a royal 
-letter, accompanied with a royal present, amountin 


to about in money alone. But a sudden an 
startli k»was soon experienced. The king of 
Is owing that at that time Syria was powerful, 


thought this was the occasion of making a quarrel by 


- ppb J a pretext for an attack on a weaker power. 
. Sitionsy. he never thought of Elisha, but the serv- 


ant of was better than the ruler of men, and the 
matter was soon settled. (2) 

Hindering (vs. 9-12). Naaman soon went to Elisha, 
but on arrival the prophet did not go to see his 
visitor, but sent a message with a strange command. 
With Naaman’s great expectations, this was peculiar 
and even humiliating treatment. This apparent lack 
of courtesy, so unlike Elisha, was-doubtless intended 
to teach Naaman the greater need, in view of his 
important position, of humility first (v..1). But Naas 
man felt angry.and disappointed. So he turned away 
in a rage. AS Maclaren says, he expected to be 
treated as a gentleman who happened to be a leper, 
but Elisha had treated him ag a leper who happened 
to be a gentleman. (3) 


Obtaining {vs. 13, But a wise sefvant saved 


14). 
the situation. He set forth an effective argument, 


go true td humdn nature. We are ‘alwa: ready for 


the great things of life. As some one has said, we 
will fight a. battle and yet shrink from having a 
tooth out, we will cross a continent and yet not give 
up drink or tobacco, we will dig a gold mine and 

not live within our income. But God loves simplicity. 
Naaman was evidently approachable, and “second 
thoughts are often the best,” for his common sense 


‘returned when his anger cooled and he saw the force 


of his-servant’s contention. The result was an im- 
mediate cure. He used the means and God. blessed . 
them as Naaman obeyed. Thus through a little maid 
the great man was healed, and thereby obtained new 
life. new powers, new hopes, new possibilities, (4) 

Acknowledging (vs. 15-19). With gladness and now 
with true humility he returned to Elisha, inconvenient 
and out-of-the-way though thé* place was. He saw 
the prophet for the first time, and gave’a striking’ 
testimony to the truth concerning God. His earlier 
beliefs disappeared in the face of the striking proof 
he had received. With gratitude he offers Elisha a 

ift, but with dignity it was declined. There would 

ve been no impropriety in a ett but it might lead 
to misconception, as though ’s servant worked 
miracles for money. The acceptance was pressed,» 
and again with firmness declined, each attitude being 
equally creditable to both men. Then Naaman gave 
further illustration of his sincerity. The résult of 
Israel’s special relation to God was that sacrifice could 
only be offered on Israelitish land, but this was only 
ag in Syria by Naaman taking home some eart 
rom Palestine, thus involving “extra-territoriality.” 
So it was not superstition but real faith that prompted 
the request. The reference to the house of Rimmon 
i 18) is a further proof. of Naaman’s genuineness. 

e test of a man’s conversion is not how far he has 
gone, but which way he is going: and Naaman’s heart 
showed that clearly. So Elisha: gave him the assur- 
ance, “Go in peace.” (5) 

Sinning (vs. 20-24). The sin of covetousness (v. 
20) possessed Gehazi and this led to falsehood (v. 22) 
and deceit (v. 24). (6)  - 

Suffering (vs. 25-27). But the wrong was quickly 
exposed, denounced, and punished. The contrast be- 
tween Elisha’s leniency with Naaman in regard to 
conscience, and his severity with Gehazi in regard to 
conduct is véry striking. (7) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 103: 1-12. (1) Call to 
praise, verses 1, 2. (2) Personal praise, verses 3-5. 
(3) Social praise, vetses’6, 7. (4) Basis of praise 
(God’s character), verses 8-12. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Kings (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols.. $2.50 a vol.; sold 
only in sets); Lumby in Cambridge Bible, on Kings 
(The Macmillan Co., New York, $1); “Elijah,” by 
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Meyer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1); 
“Elijah,” by W. M. Taylor (Harper and Bros., New 
York, 75 cts.); People’s Bible, by Joseph Parker, 
volume on Kings (Funk an agnalls, $1.75) ; Davis’ 
Bible Dictionary, names of persons and places (West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, $4). 
Il. Reference Material 

Luke 4:16-30; 5:12-16. 

1. Luke 4: 16-30. Christ’s sermon, with its. refer- 
ence to Naaman. (1) The text, verses 16-19; (2) the 

tion, verse 20; (3) the sermon, verses 21; 

22; (4) the sopheation, verses 23-28; (5) the result, 
verses 28-30. N. B.—The point tor y is seen b 
emphasizing strongly the word “them” in verses 26, 


27. " 

2. Luke 5:12-16. Christ’s method with a leper. 
(1) Belief in power; (2) ap to willingness; (3) 
response of love; (4) immeédiateness of cure; (3) 
appeal for silence; (6) call to obedience; (7) out- 
come of healing. 

Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Elisha Helping a For- 
eigner. A hint of God’s dealing with the world: (1) 
the foreigner’s condition; (2) the foreigner’s jour- 
hey; (3) the foreigner’s reception; (4) the for- 
eigner’s anger; (5) the foreigner’s submission; (6) 
the foreigner’s testimony. svermeae I° up from 
the prophet (v. 8) to the prophet’s (v. 15). 

2. Young People and Adults: How to OvercOme 
National and Racial Prejudices, The lesson suggests 
our emphasizing those points in which all pations are 
really one, the deep realities which are beneath all 
mere national characteristics. (1) The sad need. Sir 
is universal, not only national. (2) The splendid tes- 
timony. The maid was ready to tell all she knew. 
Need overrides national boundaries. (3) The sole 
requirement. Naaman must get face to face with 

This is the universal acea for national ills. 

4) The satisfying result. was seen to be real 

v. 15; Dan. 2: 47; 3: 29; 6: 26), and this is the solu- 
tion of all problems. 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

This is a wonderful picture of man’s need and 
God’s cure. 

1. “Behold, I thought.” Naaman had two hin- 
drances: (1) Prejudice, thinking what ought to have 
been done. (2) Pride, unwilling to accept the terms. 
So, to-day, men think and say what the Bible ought 
to contain and what God’s way of salvation should 

But the Gospel is a great leveler. 

‘2. “Behold, now I know.” Two conditions were 
required from Naaman and are also needed to-day: 
a) Faith which’ renounces self and is willing to 
learn. (2) Obedience which means self-oblivion and 
is ready to receive what God offers. Therefore, let 
us comply and: be clean. 


V. Leading Questions 


What other references tell of the relations between 
Syria and Israel? 


What were the Jewish laws about leprosy? (Lev. 
13:14; Deut. 24:8.) 

Why and how should the king of Israel think the 
king of Syria sought a quarrel? 

Why did Elisha send a messenger to Naaman and 
not go out to him? 

Why did Elisha refuse Naaman’s gift? 

Was Elisha’s word in verse tg a permission or a 
sanction? 


PHILADELPHIA, ws 


From Sickness to Health 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE story of the Syrian captain, to whom God’s 
; prophet was a good physician, has a message of 

perpetual worth and force. We see in it, as ina 
mirror, the sickness of the soul and its recovery and 
renewal. So the word, old and distant, is new and 
near and filled with meaning still, 


There is Naaman’s disease. 

He was a mighty man in valor, but he was a leper. 
Most biagraphies have a “But” somewhere, a crook 
in the lot, a cloud over the sunshine, a drop of acid 
within the cup of joy. None is commoner or sadder 
that this —“I wear a smiling face; often I am really 
undisturbed ; but I am sick with sin, and at the point 
of spiritual death.” Biblical references to leprosy. jus- 
tify us in regarding it as a palpable symbol of sin. 
Those who suffered from it wore the signs of mourn- 
ing for the dead, and were separated from society. 
Like a woful legacy, it might be bequeathed from on 
generation to another. It was incurable by the skil 
of ancient times. It ate away bone and flesh; the 
body was half-consumed, ere long the afflicted man 
was a ghastly death-in-life. (1) 

Here, indeed, is the havoc which our sin works. 
It goes from less to. more and from bad to worse. 
It is handed on by father to son. No.poppy nor man- 
dragora nor drowsy syrup can lull it to sleep. It 
severs us from the communion of saints and the fel- 
lowship of, the Lord. May God teach us what an 
evil thing and bitter it always is. (2) 
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But then there is Naaman’s hope. 

_The best doctors in Syria could do nothing for 
him. He went to his gods, and many a costly sac- 
rifice fell in the house of Rimmon; but Rimmon sat 
in stony coldness, and the disease was unchecked. But 
at last help came from an unexpected quarter. In a 
border foray the Syrians had brought away from 
Israel a little maid. She was good-looking, or she 
was gently bred; for she was assigned to the captain’s 
share, and waited on Naaman’s wife. Better still, 
she was one of the seven thousand who did not bew 
to Baal. The young slave-girl trusted Jehovah, and 
her faith did not stagger where an older person’s 
might have broken down; she was confident that 
Jehovah could heal even her master’s leprosy. More- 
over, she had a lo heart; the wrong done her 
had not made her sullen; she pitied the strong man 
bowed under his terrible burden; she persuaded him 
to go to God’s prophet in Israel, It was a ray of 
light let in from heaven upon, Naaman’s gloom; and 
he followed where the ray pointed. (3) 

How small an instrument. our can use to 
kindle hope! A single verse of Scripture may brin 
the daybreak. A trifling event in providence may en 
the slumber of the soul. Qne of the least of his chil- 
dren may speak a word in season to the weary spirit 
—a word which reveals the path to ‘health and peace. 
Through little windows the eternal morning often 
streams in, (4) 


Next, however, there is Naaman’s disappointment. 

Difficulty after difficulty confronted him. The king 
of Israel refused to lift a finger on his behalf; for 
him to apply to the king was as futile as for the 
Wise-men to inquire of Herod about Christ — Christ 
whom none of the princes of this world knew, princes 
in philosophy as frequently as princes in power. More 
serious still, Elisha was absolutely discouraging. The 
soldier expected the prophet to come out to him, the 
great man, with. talents of silver. and pieces of gold 
and changes of raiment enou to make a poor 
preacher rick for the rest of his life. He imagined, 
too, that he would perform some mysterious and mag- 
ical rite, striking his hand over the place, and so re- 
covering the leper. And, instead, he got a short and 
summary. message to go and wash in Jordan, the 
petty stream he. had crossed and recrossed as a con- 
queror. It was a bes iproer yee His pride rose up in 
arms. And he turned and went away in a rage. (5) 

So with ourselves. Our .pride of reason rebels 
against God’s way of healing us. IJ thought, we say; 
and’ we present this or that reatly-made plan of our 
own which He has nothing to do but countersign. 
And our pride of will keeps us back. To wash in 
Jordan is a positive crucifixion to’ the: self-sufficin 
natur@ which prefers its cherished Abanahs «an 
Pharpars before any divinely appointed river of the 
‘water of life. We protest that we had rather die 
than submit. (6) 


But, afterwards, there is Naaman’s cure. 

His servants led him to a better mind, to reason- 
ableness instead of reasoning. They showed him that 
the very simplicity of the remedy should recommend 
it above all toilsomer methods. And, in addition to 
their entreaties, his disease admonished him. It 
seemed to say, “Are you returning as you came, a 
mass of festering corruption and utter misery?. 
Surely you might at least try the, prophet’s plan.” 
Under those influences, a wiser temper took posses- 
sion of the angry man. Then went he down and dip- 
ped himself seven times in Jordan, and his flesh came 
again, like to the flesh of a little child, and he was 
clean. (7) 

It is a beautiful history, a history, which is also a 
parable, with this for its interpretation, “The blood 
of Jesus Christ cleanseth us ‘Teotn_of sin.” God's 
cure is simple. If is free. It is sure and effectual. 
If I am helpless, Jesus Christ is strong. If I am sick, 
he is the Lord my Healer. If I am a leper, he can 
and will make me clean. Human voices plead with 
me to put him to the test, and my own exceeding 
need urges me to the same course. Wherefore, let 
me go for myself, without delay, and wash in Jor- 
dan. (8) 


Last of all, there is Naaman’s thew heart. 

It was a believing heart. Now he knew, and con- 
fessed his knowledge, that there was no God in all 
the earth but in Israel. Certainly it was a thankful 
heart. He was eager to part with his treasures, that 
he might testify to his debt and love; and Elisha re- 
fused him, only because the acceptance of a gift would 
spoil the perfect freeness of God’s salvation and 
mercy. It was a sensitive heart, fearful lest it should 
Sin against its new Lord. Would it be wrong, its 
owner asked, to go to Rimmon’s house, if his royal 


master’ should demand his presence ‘there? The - 


prophet’s permission has puzzled some of the exposi- 
tors, but nothing is better than Matthew Henry’s 
pithy comment, “Young converts-should be tenderly 
dealt with.” Once let Naaman bow in the idol’s 
temple, and his quickened conscience would convince 
him, better than any denunciation beforehand, that 
the thing must not be done again. The renewed 
nature would soon decide. (9) 

This heart ‘be yours and mine, and may we all 
follow Naaman along the road from leprosy and 
heathenism to health and the life everlasting. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Envy.—A mighty man of valor, but 
he was a leper (v. 1). ‘Many a bottle 
of precious ointMent has a fly in it (Eccl. 
10:1). There i¢ no human mistake 
greater than that of envying the mighty 
man of valor, whether that “valor,” that 
strength, consists in position, power, or 
property. In.more cases than a few you 
could not be induced to change places 
with the man you think is so favored by 
Fortune. Things look all right from 
your place on the sidewalk, but you 
don’t know. As Naaman went prancing 
along the streets of Nineveh with his 
splendid escort—who wouldn’t be noble! 

es, but who would be a leper? Or who 
would be a consumptive or any other 
incurable for all the big P’s in the world, 
plus any amount of glory? ere 1s 

ust one thing in all this world that 
ee no ugly come-back; just one rose 
that has no thorn,, just one ointment 
that is bug proof. The little maid from 

ow stairs had it (Job 1:10; 
1 Peter 3:13). Some years ago a man 
who owned the beautiful place at Valley 
Forge later occupied by Senator Knox 
asked me to advise him if the Valley 
Forge creek, which flows through the 
estate, had volume and fall enough’ to 
warrant improving the power for light- 
ing purposes. The owner was absent 
when I calledy and his housekeeper 
showed me over the great house, which 
is a historic one. Away up in the roof 
was the master’s room, more plainly fur- 
nished than those of the servants. The 
man had grown very rich. Hence his 
family was scattered all over Europe 
for their “health”! Poor Dad was all 
alone and homeless in a palatial home. 
One of the nicest and ablest men I ever 
met, Envy him! Nay, pity him rather. 
A little while after my visit and report 
they picked him -up dead one morning 
upon his spacious lawn. Naaman is all 
dent us. Who will be the little maid 
to ‘lead-him to the Jordan? (1) 


Bible Girls.—Thus and thus said the 
maiden that is of the land of Israel (v. 
4). I'll admit it—I am “stuck” on all 
the Bible girls. Have you noticed what 
a smart lot they all are? Hunt them 
out some day and take a good look at 
them. . Not a “slow” or stupid one in 
the whole galaxy of them. From Ruth, 
David’s grandmother, in the Old Testa- 
ment, to that girl who stopped Peter out 
by the fire in the New Testament. 
Which proves, of course, that the girls 
of the ancient day were just like the 
Coatesville girls, and your girls of the 
present day. In other words, the Evo- 
luters can talk all they like, but there are 
some things that do riot evolute worth 
a’cent, and woman’s good sense and/| 
woman’s fine touch are two of them. 
Also a woman’s sweetness and fidelity. 





For example, what two women any- 
where to-day, after more than. three 
thousand years; can show any evolution- | 
ary improvement upon the Ruth-Naomi | 
brand of womanhood? And upon this | 


 etag maiden, a slave girl in am enemy | 


ome? Where will you find in this day | 
a more maidenly, gentle, loving spirit? | 
This was long before Jesus taught us to | 
love our enemies. How many of you, 


‘girls would care very much what bad ~ 


thing happened to the man who was kill- | 
ing your people and enslaving your loved 
ones? Of course, this interest of the 
girl in her master’s welfare speaks a| 
ood word for Naaman, but the point | 
in this lesson is that the heart of a good | 
woman has never changed from the day | 
God first fashioned it. Also that the| 
world is pretty much, the same as when 
God made it, and will continue so to the 
end, science or*no science (Gen. 1: 27; 
Rev, 21:1, 2). ¢2) 


Little Things.—/f the prophet had bid | 


thee do some great thing, wouldest thou} 
not have done it? (v. 12). It is! 
no infrequent .case that a man’s 
friends have a better judgment than 
the man himself, even -in_ personal 
matters. Your helpers can often guide 
you better than you can guide yourself, 
Mr. President. great as you are, smart 
as you are. Many a man of affairs will 
testify that his stenographer, his gar- 
dener, his man of. all work; even his 





wife, has guided him more accurately in 


some course of action than the great 
lawyers, the noted expert, or the high ex- 
ecutive. Big men are apt to — big 
things to come their way. In tact, the 
peril of the Big Man is his ig | 
of small things. A certain man name 
Goliath made that fatal mistake one day. 
A certain group in a great nation one 
day got the idea that all America cared 
for was money. “Too proud to fight.” 
“Soft.” Because they had no conscience 
they thought America the same. ey 
found out differently. It is the little 
thing God wants us to do that makes us. 
Do you know of any simpler thing a 
boy can do than to stand upon his feet 
among the very best mea.and women in 
town and say, “I accept Jesus Christ as 
my Saviour”? Does not even have to 
wash one time anywhere. Yet this con- 
fession sincerely made and the life that 
is sure to follow are certain to make that 
boy a man mafked for success in all lines 
of the earthly life. For it is the Christian 
man who comes up and stays up. God 
made his world upon that plan. But, oh! 
how hard it is to learn the simple les- 
son. Like Naaman, many are looking 
for something big to do (Matt. 6:33; 
11:25; 1 Cor..3: 27). (3) 
CoaTESsvVILLE, Pa. 
it 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
forgive us for missing thy best blessings by 
doubting them. May we be teachable, and 
may the self-will and pride that have so 
often enchained us be taken away. Thou 
dost offer us thy best, and we would substi- 
tute emptiness and futility! Forgive us, our 
Father; and when we come to thee for cleans- 
ing, for renewing, may we have no way of 
our own devising, but only a compléte and 
joyous willingness to learn and to follow thy 
way. In the Lord Jesus’ name, Amen. 


After the Lesson.—“If I only knew 
what God -wants me to do, I would do 
it!” 'That’s what some of us say, and 
a few of us really mean. For God’s 
plans so often seem too simple, too di- 
rect, too humbling ‘to our ~~ and hu- 
mag devices. ‘We thought he would lead 
in some other way. We thought, and we 
planned, and we preferred until we for- 
got that it was God’s plan we needed 
to find, —.not our own. And so the Naa- 
man of to-day just can’t see what is the 
use of following God’s counsel unless 
it “appeals” to Naaman’s own idea of 
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what should be done. How sick we are 
with pride and self-will! How ready 
we are to tell God-how to do what we 
would like to have done! But always, 
everywhere, the greatest thing we can 
do is te do what God wants us to do, 
however needless and useless it may 
seem to our nearsighted eyes. It isn’t 
the business of the sick man to instruct 
the doctor, but to obey him. Have you 
learned that lesson as toward God? 
Will you follow his way, or do you 
want him to follow yours? Let us 
pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Let the lewer lights be burning.” 

“Are you saved to serve?” 

“I love to tell the story.” 

“Take the name of Jesus with you.” 

“Rescue the perishing.” 

“A story to tell to the nations.” 

“In the service of the King.” 

“Joy to serve Jesus.” ; 

(References in parentheses are to the met- 
tical Psalm Book set to music, lackdinn 
ol some other arte of pqmosare, me 

ngs No. 4, ublishe nite resby- 
terian Board of Publication. Pittsburgh, Pa) 

Psalm 103 : 1-12 (206 : 1-4). 
Psalm 63: 1-11 (132: 1-3). 
Psalm 67 : 1-7 (142 : 1-3). 
Psalm 69: 1-17 (147 : 1-3). 
Psalm 47 : 1-9 (108 : 1-3). 


we 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 
By Homera Homer-Dixon | 


GIRL, and a prisoner, too: How 
could she help missions? “Yet she 
won to God this great chief. Let that 
comfort the imprisoned ones in these 
lands, who fain would be free to serve 
afar. In their sick-room, or their 
kitchen, they can be real “Intercessor 
Foreign Missionaries.” (A valuable’ leaf- 
let, with this title, is published by the 
Bible House of Los Angeles, 702 Knick- 
erbocker Building, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Dr. Watney; of the South Africa 
General Mission, is the only doctor in 
a territory of 220,000 square miles, where 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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the heathen have ‘no remedies for sick- 


ness but witchcraft. The Africa Inland 
Mission reports that only two and a half 
percent of the missionaries are surgeons, 
and yet they are most valuable, and mar- 
velously used of God in winning hostile 
natives, entering new _ territories, and 
preaching the love of Christ in practical 
terms to the heathen. Doctors, Africa 
calls you! 


Niacara Fats, Can. 
sé 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunda 

School Times three full months in odvenee 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered fo 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, an 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15@ words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

on than the 
Golden Text are™~specially desired, and will 
stand a better chance of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

At Seven.—A little ‘maiden (v. 2). She 
was only seven years old, Eileen Mar- 
tin, the section foreman’s daughter, as 
she stood up to a telephone at the little 
town of Alta, Cal., last Saturday, telling 
the agent at the nearest station that 
a rail was broken. Childlike, she knew 
the semaphore signals, she had come to 
the tracke to see the Overland Limited 
whirl by, and had watched the long 
finger drop, letting the train into the 
block. “I’m pretty little, but I'll try,” 
she said, when the station agent asked 
her if she could. not stop the train that 
was past him, and started out with her 
sister of fourteen who had just ap- 
peared, They ran down the track, stop- 
ped the train, and saved a wreck. Pretty 
much gvery primary school in the city 
ought to hear ¢f Fileen’s “I’m pretty 
little, but. ’1 try.” The alert attention 
knew the semaphore signal, the quick 
wit understo what= a * broken © rail 
meant, the decision and initiative sought 
the telephone, the courage of herself 
and her sister started them up the track, 
waving their aprons to stop the big Over- 
land Limited as it- bore down upon them. 
And she was only seven years old.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. (1) 

Greater than Naaman’s Healing. — 4 
little maiden. (v: 2). . Five sailors went 
to hear Dr. Dixon preach, A little girl 
nine years of age noticed them, afd be- 
gan to pray earnestly that, if they were 
not Christians, they might be converted 
that night. When an invitation was 
given, one went forward; then one went 
out. She prayed that he might be brought 
back, and in a few minutes he returned; 
soon. a second went forward; -but three 
remained in their séats. Several men 
spoke to them, but they refused invita- 
tions. At last the eager little girl her- 
seif rose, went to them, and pleaded 
that they would accept the Saviour. She 
had the joy of seeing them all rise, go 
forward, and make a bold confession of 
Christ—An incident. that occurred at 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Sun- 
day night, October 30, 1921. Sent by 
Miss A. S, Wright, Hollywood, Cal. The 
prise for this week is awarded to this il- 
lustration. (2) | 

“Choicy.” — But Naaman was wroth 
(v. 11). Naaman did not like the method 
of getting healed. He was almost as 
foolish as a certain woman who com- 
plained about the life preservers to. the 
captain of the boat. “Just look at them,” 
she said. “What’s the matter with 
them?” asked the captain. “Matter with 
them?” echoed the woman. “Don’t you 
see that they are dirty? If a woman 
with a nice summer dress on had to put 
one of those things over it, it would 
never be fit to wear again!”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 
(3) 

Don’t Wait!— Some great thing. (v. 
13). A man left his home in search of 
sandalwood out of which to carve a 
Madonna. He searched far over the 
world in vain. /Worn out and aged he 
returned to his home, where he dreamed 
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(Golden Text). When Mr. Moody was 


that he was told to carve it out of a 
block of oak in his own yard. Out of 
this wood destined for the fire he carved 
the Madonna which made him famous. 
If we wait to do some res thing we 
generally waste our life, but if we make 
use of the opportunities that lie at our 
feet we become great—Sent by E. 
Hovey, Toronto, Can. 


Don’t Forget.—-Bless Jehovah, O my 
soul, and forget not all his benefits 


Little_Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 








A Maid somthing . 


LF». 





=? 
= | 


Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class" 


It will be worth all the effort if teachers 
can get this one lesson across—the truth 
contained in Romans 8 : & and Acts 1 :8—if 
we can perstiade our pupils (having first per- 
suaded. ourselves) that every interruption, 
every cruel overthrow of our own program, 
has’ very probably within it the beginnings 
of some finer or better thing God wants us 
to do—through “them that are called ac- 
cording to his purpose’; if, instead of griev- 
ing, we will address ourselves through 
prayer and watchfulness to the finding and! 
doing of that better thing; doubtless great ' 
and surprising achievements will be yet ac-! 
complished in God’s name and for his king- fF 
dam little dreamed of now. , 

We will not court disasters, but when they 
come, as come they’ do in most lives, let 
us be quick to search among the wreckage 
for this marvelously beautiful gem of Serv- 
ice. “Would God that I were back in my 
home in Samaria!” Oh, no —that was not 
the little maid’s “Would God,” though per- 
haps the tears would come on a lonely little 
pillow at night sometimes. -No, it was 
“Would God” for another’s enlightenment, an- 
other’s saving, another’s health. 

Wherever you and I find ourselves, let 
our “Would God” be that others may know 
our Lord in his cleansing and saving power! 


Greenssoro, N. C. 








‘by building an extra guest room for him, 


once readings the One Hundred and 
Third Psalm, and came. to the verse, 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits,” he stopped short in 
his inimitable way, “You can’t remember 
’em all, of course, but don’t forget ’em 
all. Remember some of 'em.” — From 
“Songs in the Night,” by W. J. McLeod. 
on by W. G. Irving, Westmount, P. Q., 
an. 


| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 
EVIEW.—Last week our sto 








told 
‘lisha 





how some kind people helped 


and how Elisha helped them by restoring 
their little son (recall beeby) to-day’s 
story tells how a little girl helped some 
older people. : 
Lesson Teaching.—Children may help 
others in many ways. 
Introducfion. — About 


holiday time 


r nearly every Sunday-school gave some- 


thing to help the Near East Relief to 
feed and clothe the orphans in Syria 
and Armenia. Many children became pr- 
phans because of the World War and 
things which happened afterwards. These 
orphans live in or near the very same 
land where Elijah and Elisha traveled 
about to help people so long ago. 
Lesson Teaching—Many years ago in 
that very same land there was a war 
in which some other children were made 
orphans. One of them was a little girl 
who was carried away to Syria by the 
soldiers. She was given to the wife of 


| a great captain to be her maid and helper. 


She must have missed her own family 
and friends: and -homeland, but instead 
of crying and grieving all the time she 
watched to see, how: helpful she could 
be. in the house of -her mistress, for she 
knew that: even'a child maketh himself 
known ‘by his doings, whether his work 
be pure and whether it be right. 

The captain’s name was Naaman, and 
he wore a fine officer’s uniform. He and 
his wife liked the little maid, but she 
noticed that they seemed worried some- 
times, and wanted to help them. She 
learned that Naaman had leprosy, which 
is worse than smallpox. The little maid 
remembered that in her homeland of 
Israel lived God’s prophet, Elisha, who 
loved to help people in trouble, so she 
said to her mistress, If my lord, Naaman, 


t were with the prophet in my homeland 


he could cure him. . Some one told Naa- 
man what the little maid said, and th 


king heard it too. This king of Syria 


| liked Naaman, so he wrote a letter to the 
| king of Israel, asking him to cure Naa- 


man and he sent presents of silver. gold, 


'.and fine clothes. 


Servants went along, so they made a 
big procession. When they came to the 


i king’s palace in Israel they gave him the 


letter, which troubled him greatly be- 
cause he had never heard of any cure for 
lepresy.. He said, I am not a god who 
can cure this man; the king of Syria 
seeks a quarrel with me. 
God’s prophet, Elisha; heard about it, 
so he sent word to the king, If you will 
send those people to me I will prove 
that there is a prophet of the Lord in 
Israel. So the procession moved from 
the king’s palace to Elisha’s house. Naa- 


! man rode in a chariot with beautiful 


horses. _He expected Elisha to come out 
to see him and to put his hands on him 
to heal the leprosy. Instead of that 
Elisha sent out his messenger to. sSay,| 
Go. wash in Jordan river seven times, | 
and you will be well. 
Naaman was very angry, and said, We! 
have better rivers at home in Damascus, | 
so he turned away to start home. One| 
of his servants said to him, My father, | 
if God’s prophet had told you to do a 
hard thing, you would have done it; why} 
not try such an easy thing as to wash} 
in the Jordan? So Naaman was per- 
suaded and went down and dipped him- 
self seven times in the Jordan river un- 
til his flesh. became like a little dchild’s 
and he was well again. eae : 
Then he felt so thankful that he took 
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his whole procession back to Elisha’s 
house to thank him and say, Now I kriow 
that there is no other £04 like the God 
of Israel. Naaman offered presents to 
Elisha, who refused them and said, As 
the Lord liveth, I will receive a’ 
Again Naaman urged, but Elisha refused. 
ow happy the little maid must have 
n because she told her friends that 
Elisha and his God could help those who 
were in trotble. - 
After the Story.—There are still many 
ways in which children may help others. 
Boy Scout watches every day 
for a chance to do something kind and 
helpful to others. We all need to have 
sharp eyes and ears to notice the chances 
to help others. 


Peoria, ILL. 


Your Class of Girls - 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


* 4. Doing your best where you. are. 
2. A slave-girl’s best. 
3. Elisha’s best for a foreigner. 
4. God’s best “for you. 





| the “barbarian” who were not of his 











«©<] F ONLY I were not in such a hard 

place!” “If I had a home like 
Helen’s,” or “work like Jane’s!” “I can 
never do my best in this place — it’s no 
use to try.” Do any of your girls ever 
speak -this way or think after this man- 
ner when the appeals come to be and do 
their best? Girls are naturally great 
idealists, and hence are quick to feel the 
discord between their ideals and their 
circumstances, and. the higher the ideal 
the greater the danger of allowing this 
discord to cut short their best energy and 
effort. 

“Things were so far from my ideal 
in that hospital I just could not go on 
with my training there,” said a fine girl 
seeking training as a nurse for little 
children, tHe same dear girl who_ had 
said a few years previously, “Oh,. nobody 
realizes the true kindergartner’s ideal — 
there’s no use going on. with that Here,” 
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been gained, for Naaman determined to 
worship none other than Jehovah after 
this, preparing as best he knew how so 
to do. upen his return home, (2) 
There was no thought of self-:in either 
the little maiden’s service or Elisha’s, 
for she gained nothing for herself, save 
loving gratitude perhaps (and we do not 
read any indication even of that), by 
speaking to her mistress, and Elisha re- 
fused positively to accept any part of 
the great gift ($50,000) Naaman had 


‘brought as a fee for his healing. Such 


is the service God accepts and blesses, 
both to the doer and to those for whom 
it is done. (3) - 

4. But may we not give our girls one 
more “best” to-day — just a thought of 
God's best for them, his very best for 
each girl, just where she is, just now, 
without waiting for some longed-for - 
change in circumstances which will rem- 
edy the hard things in her life? Naa- 
man almost lost God’s best for him by 
refusing to receive it through that most 
unideal river, the muddy little Jordan, 
and because Elijsha’s simple command 
lacked the outward signs of mysterious 
power he had expected. (4) 

God cannot give his best to your dear 
girl unless she will receive it, and in his 
way; and that way may be through the 
very thing or person in her present life 
least to her liking, through the -least 
ideal circumstance around her.. Pray 
that she may not miss her blessing 
through despising the way it is to come, 
nor lose her opportunity through failure 
to see it in her daily path of duty. (5) 


Home Study 


Carefully and prayerfully watch your 
own everyday life, this week, for your 
blessing. and your opportunity. Read 
the second chapter in this story, 2 Kings 
5: 20-27. 

Decatur, GA. 


w * 
From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 








and so she gave -up both: her cherished 
dreams, because things were difficult! 
around her. | 

2. -Like Joseph in Potiphar’s palace | 
and again in the Egyptian prison, this 
brave Tittle girl from Israel did her very 
best in most discouraging surroundings. 
Despite its oy 4 wealth and perhaps 
beauty, how far from the ideal of her 
own old home do you suppose Naaman’s | 
house seemed to this girl? Through! 
grief over her lost home and loved ones | 
and hurt pride over her present captivity, 
she might so easily have failed even to 
see the sorrow in her new mistress’ life 
and so lose her opportunity to tell what ! 
she knew. / 

It was a little thing she found to do, | 
but it was the necessary link in a miost 
blessed chain of God's plan for demon} 
strating his grace to this man in need. 
And how sweetly she did her little part! ; 
How winsome is the brief glimpse we! 
catch of this little maiden from the land 
of Israel in the great captain’s home! 
Surely she did her best with.what she 
had, where she was, for her God, with a 
chetrful heart, not despising the little- 
ness of her opportunity, ahd surely God 
blessed her so doing. 

3. This story.is so absolutely perfect 
in the manner of its telling that you can | 
do no better than to redd it directly as/ 
the text gives it, after some-such intro- | 
ductory tte licdl as above, but another 
fine point for discussion arises in Elisha’s 
response to this foreigner’s appeal. Re- 
member the usual attitude of the Jew for 
the “Gentile dog” (like the Greek and 





race) and remember. too, that this Naa- 
man was captain of the strongest enemy 
Israel -had to resist. His loss to the 
Syrians: would have been a benefit to the 
Israelites. (1) : 
But Elisha seems not to have hesitated 
an instant about giving this enemy his 
best; as God’s prophet, to the end that 
Naamafr might know that “there was nfo 
God in all the earth but in -Israel.” as 
indeed he pfatefully acknowledged after 
the .marvelous ,.miracle...of his... healing 
had been wrought. 





Elisha’s end had 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “But he was” — and how it 
can mar the Christian life. 


Discussion: How man’s ideas of great- 
ness°compare with God’s. 


Conclusion: What “wash and be clean” 








means to the boys of 1922. 








HERE are “hand-holds” for our boys 

in this stirring lesson, beginning with 
the very first verse. Naaman was a 
mighty man in valor, but he was a leper. 
Aren't the lives of fellows nowadays 
often spoiled by just that same kind of 
“but”? (1) 

Seer whether your boys can name some 
out of their own observation: “He’s a 
brilliant student, but has an awful tem- 
per.” “He’s a good mixer and popular 
with the bunch, but is careless of his 
mother’s comfort.” “He could be great 
in athletics, but is a slave to. cigarettes 
instead.” (2) 

Encourage the boys to do a little 
checking-up of that kind in their own 
lives; but don’t pass on until you have 
made them see that every such “leprosy” 
to-day has its unfailing cure in the di- 
vine forgiveness and strength and heal- 
“x that Jesus himself came to bring us, 


Naaman was a great man, as great as 
the world could make him; yet, as has 
been said,, “the basest slave would not 
have changed skins with him”! And his 
deliverance started with the kindness of 
a little slave. Impress upon the boys 
that they don’t have to be rich or im- 
portant to be useful; God puts oppor- 
tunities for Service into the daily path 
of each of us. (4) 

What can the boys learn about Naa- 
man from verses 5, 9, and 11, 12? First, 
that he trusted in “the power of. the al- 
mighty dollar”; second, that he believed 
in making a big show; third, that he was 
conceited. (5) 

“The Lord had given deliverance to 
Syria” by the hand of Naaman; but the 
boys can name a good many things that 
he still needed to learn about meekness 
aad obedience. They can name just 
about those same things that we our- 
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selves need to watch out for, and to pray 
to be delivered from, too! 


Why did Elisha not come out from | 


his house when Naaman came to see 
him? Why, when he did “prescribe” the 
cure, did he direct Naaman to do so 
simple a thing as to dip into the river? 
Elisha’s failure to appear in person 
would seem rude even in our busy times 
nowadays; much more so then, under the 
rules of elabdrate Oriental ceremony. 
But Elisha had a great lesson to teach 
Naaman; get the boys to express their 
ideas as to what his idea must have been. 
It was the same lesson that the boys 
can find so well worded if one of them 
will look up Zechariah 4:6,. “not by 
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith Jehovah of hosts.” (6) 

We should use every chance (and 
there are many such opportunities in the 


Let Us Pay You 
Six Per Cent On 
Your Surplus Funds 


For 27 years this 
old, conservative 
Company has paid 

% on Time Certifi- 


6 
cates and 5% on Certificates Payable 
on Demand. 
You can open an account with us 
by mail with $25 or more,no matter 
where you eside. 
Write sor our booklet ‘6% and Safety.” 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 


870 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 
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| lessons of this Quarter) to impress the 

boys with the greatness and ew 
of God’s way of doing things. aaman 
had come, looking for a showy miracle ; 
instead, he was to learn that “God look- 
eth on the heart,” and that the necessary 
thing was the willingness to be helped 
— not any power within Naaman himself 
to do any of the helping. (7) 

There is a thought, too, for each of 
our boys in Naaman’s disease and the 
manner of his marvelous cure. First, 
that there is something in each of our 
characters that will spoil our usefulriess 
if not checked; second, that its cure is 
beyond human control, but “possible with 
God”; and third, that the way to that 
cure is not in elaborate cere:nony or 
outward show, but in deep, earnest 
prayer and simple obedience to God's 
will in our particular case. (8 

“Wash and be clean” is a ringing mes- 
sage for the boys of 1922. (9) 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


(To be assigned in advance for home- 
work.) é. 


You will notice Elisha is spoken of 
repeatedly in this lesson as “the man of 
an we be “men of God” now- 
adays, or have times changed too much? 
If so, how? - 

Why was the king of Syria so afraid 
of Elisha? 

What do you learn about the king of 
Syria in verse 14 of this lesson that 
carries out any ideas you may have got- 
ten of him in last Sunday’s lesson? 

How was Elisha’s servant in verse 15 











Pray for Revival 


Local, National, 


were read at the Conference, and 


Horton of,the: Bible Institute of Los 


leaders in chureh life, and the 


wakeful selfishness, of coldness and 
godlessness outside of it. 


other. 
unconsciously they began to cry 


the people thronged the churches 


‘**FOR PRAYER”; 
breath of God into the kingdom. 


Are ‘YOU believing God for 
join you? 


and tell him so. 





UST prior to the Founder's Week Conference in the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute one year ago, a considerable number of able evangelical leaders 
throughout the cquntry were asked to indicate briefly why God's 


people should pray for revival in the body of Christ. 


The Sunday School ‘Times: of Philadelphia. 
reply was.one of .the strongest received (written by Superintendent T. C. 


‘‘The condition among young people in the church—of which I 
have made a careful study for years—is appalling. There is‘ form 
of godliness, but*a.reeklessness concerning spiritual life. The inroads 
of the moving: picture ; the superficiality of many of the preachers and 


appalling conditions existing among young people in our public 
schools and.colleges,—is enough to break one’s heart.” 


The foregoing description—how strangely similar to the description 
of the period that immediately preceded the great revival of 1800 (as told 
by C. L. Thompson in ‘** Times of Refreshing’’): ‘‘ Déath in the churches, 
rottenness in public morals, infidelity coming in like a flood upon the 
schools and the thinkers of the young republic.” And also of the period 
immediately preceding the sweeping revival of 1857 and ’58: ‘‘It wasa 
time of reckless expenditures, of unparalleled fever for riches without 
consideration of how they were obtained, of apathetic conscience and 


The nation seemed drifting in the same direc- 
tion in which it had gone before the great revival of 1800. Skepticism. 
both speculative and practical, pervaded all ranks .of society, We were 
becoming a people without God in the world.,’ . 


And then, in both cases, not through evangelistic appeal but ¢hrough 
prayer, came the same kind of mighty awakenings that ere long, if it So 
pleases God, we are once more to see throughout the length and breadth 
of America, and ¢Azs ¢ime of the world. And again it will be as it was 
then: ‘‘Everywhere men began to pray. 
They had reached the ultimate of human resources. 
without concert of effort or thought. 


and tens of thousands were swept as it were by the 
Are YOU longing for revival? Are YOU praying for it? 
Or are YOU indifferent ? 


paper appeals like this from time to time? Write to the Editor 
DO IT TO-DAY! 


Keep Praying for Revival ; God will Answer 
According to the Church’s faith, so shall it be 


and World-wide 


Their replies . 
some were published afterwards in 
The following unpublished 


Angeles): 


violation of their church vows; the 


deadness in the Church and alarming 


They had no words for each 
Almost 
unto God, unknown to each other, 

East and West, North and South, 
and halls,” not for preaching, - but 


it? Are YOU asking others to 
Do YOU want to see in this 


But above all— 











— 


‘ 


any different from yon and me under 
the same conditions to-day? 

Does God care for his people in these 
days less wonderfully than he did for 
Elisha and his servant in verse 17? 

Can you name other places in the 
Bible where God’s chosen ones have been 
protected against overwhelming odds? 

What real lesson does this Bible mes- 
sage teach you? 

Hupson, OnI0. 





Children at Home 








Like George Washington 
By Ida Alexander 


HERE had been exercises at the 

school in honor of Washington’s 
birthday. Calvin had been able’ to take 
part for the first time. And he felt very 
proud. ‘He was sure he iooked a whole 
lot more than six years when he spoke 
his “piece.” 

His mother had come té the school to 
hear him. And she was as proud as 
Calvin was himself. There were only 
three stanzas, to be sure, but Calvin re- 
membered each one without mistake. 
When he finished, he ran down to his 
mother. And she whispered a few words 
of praise, right in school! But mothers 
can whisper in school. 

“I’m so glad we have half a holiday,” 
Calvin whispered back. x 

In a little while school was dismissed, 
and Calvin walked home with his mother. 
Then he went cut to play. He had a 
new ball, which he kept tossing,: tossing. 
Suddenly, thrown with all his might, 
it struck the bird cage, which mother 
had hung outside the deor in the sin 
and air. 
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It hit the bottom of the cage squarely. | 


It came apart and away flew the bird. 

“O-h-h!” cried Calvin. “Mother’s pet 
bird!” 

He waited to hear an agen’ But 
none came. He slipped up softly and 
recovered his ball. He watched where 
the bird went. Then he went to the 
house, shouting for his mother. 

“Mother! -Mother! The bird’s got 
away !” 

Pursuit began at once. Several boys in 
the neighborhood helped. And the bird 
finally was caught and hung in its cage. 
Mother praised Calvin warmly. 

“Only for my little boy,” she said, 
“the dear bird might never have been 


| caught. How did you happen to see it, 
Calvin?” 

“IT —I was looking that way,” he re- 
plied. 


“Well, here’s a handful of pennies for 
you. I gave a quarter to each of the 
other boys. And you surely deserve as 


| much, or more.” 
| 


Calvin took the pennies soberly. He 


‘ thanked his mother and went out again. 


But he did not feel like playing. He did 
not feel like running off to spend his 
pennies. He did not feel like doing any- 
thing. . ° 

“Like George Washington,” he kept 
repeating to himself. 


spoken ended with those words. 
“I’m the differentest from him there 
could be,” he said to himself. “I’ll never 


be like him. I—I ’spect I’m pretty near | 
Mother paid me for doing! 


a robber. 


| something when I did something else!” 


| just as he did. 
| that’s all. 





He couldn’t eat much dinner. 

“Are you sick, Calvin?” his mother 
asked. 

Then he ran to her and sobbed out 
the story, right before Nora, who was 
bringing on the dessert. 

“I’m not like him!” he said. “I’m the 
very differentest of any one on earth.” 

Mother could not comfort him. Father 
took a hand. 

“Old man,” he said, “you’ve acted 

You were a little late, 
But Washington would be 
proud of you.” 


San Mateo, CAL. 
we 


Books as gifts are always in good 
taste. 
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Easter Music 


We have tried to make these publications even 
better than the previous issues that have made us 
so many friends, Your school deserves the best. 
They are 
SERVICES 
” Giveth Life,’’ by C. Harold Lowden. 
** From Garden to Glory,”’ 
.by various composers. 
A NEW SOLO 


** The Em rave,’’ 

wry S. Stoughtoh. 40c net. 
Also Stories, Exercise and Recitation 
Books, Yctavo Anthems, Cantatas, Chil- 





** The Lord’s Supper and Paégsion,’’ 2 
choir cantata for Passion Week by Charles 
H. Maskell. 60c the copy, 

disappointed with the publications of 

r THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 


Publishers for Discriminators 


15th and Race Streets, Philadelphia. 


HYMNS FOR TODAY 


A complete hymnal for both Sunday School and 
Church, New, beautiful hymns on all the vital sub- 
jects that leading religious thinkers are advocating to- 
day, with Orders of Services tor S. S. departments 
and church, and Services for Anniversaries. 

The use of Hymns tor Today will educate both 

outh and adult in the essentials of the Kingdom of God. 
rice,$75 per 100.Returnable sample sent.Orchestrated 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, 532 Elm St., Cincinnati, 0. 
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Bronchial 


TROCHE 


eo) tle] Tul) (eo) lei ca key4G, (eich) 


For Sore Threat, Hoarseness 


Coughing, and all throat troubles from 
asthmatic and catarrhal conditions. 


e for children. 
~but @ cough remedy. 
JOHN |. BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass. 
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Cuticura Soap 
— The Healthy — 


Shaving Soap 


mug. Everywhere fic. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is  pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in tic United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 




















| postage. 


; | Five or more copies, either to 
Every stanza of the little verse he had | $1.50 i 


separate. addresses or in a 
package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $2.each, 

per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the following rate: 

One copy, one year, $2, and s0 cents ad- 
ditional for postage. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school. to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1831 Walnut Street; Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for February 19 
2 Kings 5 : 1-27 


How to speak 
and write 
Masterly English 


As the result of thousands a 

eps Sherwin Cody found that 

cient fe person is only 61% 

cient in the vital points of 

In a five minute con- 

valerie or in an av e one- 

page letter from five to ers 
rors will appear. It is surprisin 


spelling such common words as 
business,” “‘ abbreviate,”’ etc. 
It is astonish how many 


business men say ‘‘between you SHERWIN copy 


‘and me,” and use wee for “‘whom,” and mi 
nounce simplest words. Few people know caaae | 
to use one or two “‘c’s”’ orm’ s’’ or **r’s,’” whether to 


spell words with “ie” or “ei, ” a Y 2 hen to - 
mao if ovder to make thole meaning abecintely clear. 


A REMARKABLE DISCOVERY ~ 


Mr. Cody has alized in En h 
Ps Bel tel aes aoa athe aay" 


methods pS that tees he learned ddnot stick in jhe 
wat a. vey ou were asked to temember 

rules you aver could tell het 
= rene Jat and aw Be was wrong. For the past five 
Mr. Cody has worked aimee y* and ° om to find a 


way to replace bad habits in wri d speech with 
y Fon And as a result of his fe experiance he 
evolved a his i new 
2 sett matt METHOD 


Mr. Cod roe tent on his unique device, 
and now plates ita eat? ae disposal. is invention 
is simple. fascinating, time-saving, and incomparably 
You dothe lesson given on any 
u see exactly how Mr. bim 
it... You mark your errors and check them in the first 
blank column.Next week you try that page again, on 
the second unmarked sheet, correct your errors, and 
check them in the second column. You see at a glance 
what you have learned and what you have failed to 
remember, until you hive reached the 100% point in 
-spelling, punctuation, grammar, and expression. 
ONLY 15 MINUTES A DAY 
A remarkable advantage of Mr. Cody’s course is the 
speed with which these habit-forming practice drills 
can be carried out. You can write the amswers to fifty 
questions in 1 sa minutes and correct your work in five 
. minutes more. 
“trated on mistakes you are.in the habit ot poakingspad 
through constantly being shown the right way 
~goom acquire the correc it in place of the z#tco act 
: here are no rules to remember. There i is no 
it is po heart-breaking aratarty. 
faz a K PREE 
Your English ‘reveal you as nothing else can. W hen 
ase the- wrong word, when you mispronounce a 
word, when you-wisspell a word, when you punctuate 
in when you use flat, ordinary words, you 
pPoursell.- If you feel your lack of La 
‘owet, if you are ever embarrassed by mistakes, if 
a cannot command the exact words to express 
eur ‘ideas, iklet ** How to Speak and 
rite Masteriy. English” will prove a revelation to 
Learn how Sherwin. Cody’s new invention makes 
pat and of lariguage easy to gain in oH minutes a 
day. . Mail this coupow%r a postal AT O 


Sherwin Cody School of English 
352 Searle Building, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK 
ee ee a mae ek a ae aes se 
SHERWIN CODY SCHOOL OF ENGLISH 
352 Searle Bidg., Rochester, New York 


Please sehd me your new Free. Book, 


** How to 
Speak and Write Masterly English.”’ * 


City... 


BRONZ TABLETS 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
Went. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymagBoards,Collection Pliates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,P3°* face. 
Coen FURNITURE if 


Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, Altars, Book Racks, 
Teper. Communion Outfits. Desks—EVERY 

TANG. The finest furniture made. Direct from 

our factory to your church. Catalog free. 

DeMOULIN BROS. & CO., Dot. GO .GREENVILLE. ILL, 


The Lure of the Leopard Skin 


- By Josernine Hope WESTERVELT 






























STIRRING tale of adventure in 

that part of Africa in which Roose- 
velt did his hunting for big g ime. 
An engrossing story that incidentally 
will provoke a real interest in foreign 
missions. 

$1.75, postpaid 

May be ordered from 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





When fee Sanday “tobeel Tieeee please 
mention The Su School Times. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting - 
By Bessie E. Stockwell _~ 





February 26. Books That Make Life Better. 
Prov. 3 : 13-26. 

‘March 5. Better Home Life. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

March 12. Habits, Good-and Bad. Prov. 4 
23-27; Heb. 10 : 23-25. 


2 Sam. 6: 1-12. 


Sunday, February 19 





{ its parent and forbids happiness. 


. then | 
if would correct 


Your efforts are automatically concen- | 


uage | 


The Sourc es of Happiness 
(John 4: 9-14; 13: 12-17; 15:11) 


Mon.—Faith (Psa. 63:1-11). The happiest 
moments of the unbeliever are shadowed 
by an undefined fear, for there is no joy 
without soul-security. Faith in the over- 
shadowing wings of our own Father is joy's 
foundation. 

Tues.—Obedience (James 1 : 22-25). Sin’s bar- 
rier stands between a disobedient child and 

Oh, how 
the burden rolls away when the son ad- 
mits, “I’m sorry, father; I'll be good!” 

Wed.—Love (1 Cor. 13:1-7). He who loves 
not, lives not. 


“T have seen the face of Jesus 
Tell me not of aught beside. 
I have heard the voice of Jesus, 
All my soul is satisfied.” 
Thurs.—Service (John 4 : 31-38). “The curse 
of slavery is gone, but the law of service 
is perpetual, and there is high and holy 
work to be done for Christ in our various 
| positions of dependence and responsibility 
teward human employers.”’—A. B. Simpson. 
Fri—Labor (1 Thess. 4:9-12). “Those who 
meet the incessant demands of monotonous 
tasks with gentleness, unselfishness and 
the wealth -of a strong, true heart — these, 
though they know it not, are graduating 
for the front: ranks. of heaven's nobility.” 
—F..B. Meyer, 
Sat.—Usefulness (Luke 10 : 17-20). 
I take to be the expression of the fact that 
I believe God. I am. satisfied that the. re: 
ligious motive must be present, that Jesus 
is the only one who can supply the con. 
tinuing power to’ carry on. "—Sam Higgin- 
bottom. 


APPINESS is said to depend upon 
the hap or the happenings of life, 
but the child of God-is promised a bless- 
' edness, a joy. a satisfaction which the 
world can neither give nor take away. 

He may happen te be in outward dis- 

tress, but if he.is right’ with God he can 

sing and rejoice with Paul, “I have 
| learned in whatsoever state I am, there- 
| with to be content.” 

“Abounding joy is the prime charac- 
| teristic of our holy religion —joy un- 
| speakable and full of glory. This is as 
natural to true religion as the bloom on 
a maiden’s face is to perfect health. You 
can’t create joy, but you can make the 
conditions from which it springs. 

“If your life is joyless: it must be be- 
cause of some sin. Find out, then, the 
reason why your harp hangs on the wil-| 
low, and joy has died out of your life. | 
Our Lord said: 


be full’ (John 15:11). . If the bough | 
is properly connected to the trunk, it) 
bears fruit; and if you are properly re- | 
lated to our Lord, joy will be as ) natural 
to you as singing to a bird.” 

Meyer. 

“Sometimes for days 
clouds will come in between and hide the | 
sun from the earth. Presently the dark | 
vapor disappears, and once more King! 


welcome rays. In like manner, the sins 
of the believer come in between his soul 
and God, until the smile of His counte- 
nance is hidden, and his perfections-are 
no longer enjoyed. It is not until he 
confesses and forsakes these sins that 
the cloud is removed and communion is 
restored.”—A. W. Pink. 

Abiding in Hfm is-the source of true 
happiness. 


Why is faith in God + source of hap- 
piness ?—“I thought I could*be perfectly 





happy in’*my’ new home.” sobbed a 
' mother, “but now my baby is dead and 


March 1.. What Does Following Christ |- 
Mean? Matt. 16: 24-26; John 10 : 27-30; 
12 : 26. ‘ 


“My work 5 


my heart is broken.” All earthly pleas- 
ures but await the great executioner, but 
in God there is security and peace for 
the faith-full. 


Why is money not always" a source 
of happiness?—Money cannot buy that 
which satisfies the heart — peace, love, 
eternal life, a perfect friend. It can 
only purchase that which appeals to the 
senses, and which, like alcoholic liquor, 
creates an insatiable appetite for more. 





is 


What are the joys of home life ?—The 
joy of true home life is in the heart’s 
contentment. Here is a shelter from the 
misunderstandings of the world a place 
where we are loved in spite of our mean- 
negses, and a place where we can know 
the joy of serving others. “In doing for 
my children,” echoed the mother of six, 
‘and in their reciprocation if only in a 
smile.” 


Norwoop, Ouxu10, 








demned. 


the story of their wares. 


= 


do it,, too. 








“Beauty Is Only 
Skin Deep” | 
* 


GOLD BRICK always looks good. 
A promising appearance is its sole virtue. 
will not sell goods today. 
worthy goods can long afford to advertise. At 
High Court of Public Opinion any other sort is soon con- 


Wise manufacturers seek the good publications to tell 
The publishers seek the repu- 
table advertising for the readers’ 
informed buyer seeks news of good merchandise through 
the columns of the best publications. 
This proves the value of advertising. 
tiser nor publisher can prosper without, your patronage. 
Therefore, it is to their advantage to cater to you. 


And it is distinctly to your advantage to be guided by 
the message they lay before you—the advertisements, 


Read them regularly ! 


It has to. Its 

Looks alone 
only the maker of 
the 


For 


guidance. The well- 


Neither adver- 


They 

















Satan 


‘orm. “* Satan's a 





‘These things have [| 
spoken unto you, that my joy might re- | 
main in you, and that your joy might] 


| means of Evan: 
together the | 


Sol gladdens the hearts of men by his | 


velopment all of course 


Salvation ar mulipying”that eve 


DIGGING DEEP IN THE WORD 


with the help of a noted Bible teacher 


Many have been. blessed through the teachings of Lewis Sperry Chafer. What a privilege it would be to have 

him visit your own home and explain the things that have puzzled and confused you. You can have almost 

that by securing the set of five books wherein are contained his thoroughly Scriptural and spiritual teachings. 
No volumes are more worthy to be added to your growing library of good books. 


An copesitinn of Setan' 3,origin, sin, purpose, method and end, pd be coonenticn with modern cctpand 
» The Setani sal of this age isan aad aie 
pro 
nic is an improv: | coniel 


A searching Bible study on the meaning of Salvation that is 
mere opinions of men on this su; 
Cross, salvation, and the eternal security of the 
seme for every earnest Christian. 


He That i is Spiritual | A wonderfully rich rey of the deeper truths of the Christian life. ‘“The 


but to become like the Most Hii 
Bead, Ps his message reformation and self 


particularly welcome when books 
y vital subject. The great 
dee ‘bollever are unfolded. A real 


book is close and will mage thoughtful reading, 





of the 
bat it will Sap devotion, faith and j joy in those whose hearts are open 


to the tr 


“Should we plan for and look for- 


| The Kingdom i in History and Prophecy | , wank tothe converion ofthe wo 





welcome Mr. 


tion, or should we hope for such a consummation at the personel, return of 
er's illuminating and strictly Biblical answer to these questions. ‘ 


the regeneration of society b 
hrist ? Missionaries will 


* A timely and sane book, 


True Evangelism, or Soul-Winning by Prayer | . A.) tou fai opal 





| pendence is placed on these 


chapter on false forces in poninadion (discussed under Men, Methods, and Messages) is very suggestive. 
, and not enough on the Holy Spirit.” 
$1.00 per volume; $5.00 per set, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 


pastors and evangelists. 
Too much de- 


1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 





sacred hymns and songs. 


Manila covers, $35 a hundred ; 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 


TIMES. COMPANY, 


For Sunday-School, Christian Endeavor, or Evangelistic Meetings 


Victorious Life Hymns 


A new hymn book containing’a choice collection of 275 of the best liked and most melodious 
Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony. 


sample copy, 40 cents, 


postpaid 
Cloth covers, $55 a hundred; ‘sample copy, 60 cents, postpaid 
1031. WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 













































































Sani-Flush 


Reg us Par orf 


Cleans Closet Bowls Without Scouring 
A little Sani-Flush, sprinkled into 


the closet bowl according to direc- 
tions, will clean it more effectively 
than any other means—and with 
no unpleasant labor. 


Sani-Flush, does all the hard 
work—and does it quickly and 
safely. In addition Sani-F lush elimi- 
nates the necessity of using disinfec- 
tants because it cleans so thoroughly. 


Always keep Sani-Flush handy 
in your bathroom. 


Sani-Flush is sold at grocery, drug, 
hardware, plumbing, and house-fur- 
nishing stores. If you cannot buy it 
locally at once, send 25c in coin or 
stamps for a full sized can, postpaid, 
(Canadian price, 35c; foreign price, 


THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS CO. 
Canton, Ohio 
Canadian Agents: 
Harold F, Ritchie & Co., Ltd., Toronto 








The month of holidays— 


the month of parties! 


And the month of Dennison needs 
to make church socials a success. 
From invitations to table decorations, 

ou can demand ideas from Dennison. 
Write for the Party Book at once and 
plan an unusual holiday with 
son’s charmin 
novelties, an 





Sterling silver, ea., $4.00 doz. Write 
for new catalog of hirh grade sterling and 
solid gold pins and rincs, 

BASTIAN BROS. CO, 360, Bastian Bidg.. Rochester, H, ¥. 
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S. S. LESSON rievarntese ran 
Cc 


is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
ion’t miss it! Marion | awrance says: ‘There 

is no other I like as well.”” Sample copy /ree. 

158 Fifth Avenue, New York. , a 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Su Scheel Times. 

















For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Committee. 


Pray for the Lepers 


O*X THE evening that_these notes 
were being written, Dr. Howard 
Agnew Johnston remarked in substance 
to the writer: “Segregation of lepers is 
necessary to prevent the spread’ of the 
disease.” And is it not true in the lep- 
rosy of sin that he who will not avail 


‘| himself of the one divinely provided effi- 


cacious remedy must be segregated for- 
ever from all that is pure and holy? Pray 


for the world’s 2.000,000 physical lepers, | 


and its more than 800 times as many 
spiritual lepers. The plight of the latter 
is infinitely more pitiful than that of the 
former. Leprosy disfigures the body, 
but sin unrepented of disfigures both 
soul and body — forever! 





February 13 to 19 
Mon.—2 Kings 5:1-4. The Leprous Captain. 


“A mighty man,” but a poor leper (v. 
1). “A little maid,” but a great wit- 
ness (v. 2). A sentence testimony, but 
@ startling announcement (v. 3). A 
simple messenger, but a weighty mes- 
sage (v. 4). After reading verse 3. read 
Proverbs 25: 11. 


Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for the 
Mission to the Lepers (W. M. Danner, 


American Secretary, 156 Fifth Avenue,| 


New York City). “Through direct con- 
tributions, by visitation in many lands, 
and by its relationship to the work in no 
less than ninety-two hospitals and homes 
for lepers, this mission has relieved and 
saved many thousands.” 
Tues.—2 Kings °5 : 5-9. 

The Captain’s Journey. 


No sacrifice was too great to this 
earthly king to rid his valuable servant 
of physical leprosy; but spiritual lep- 
rosy is infinitely worse, to rid us of 
which the heavenly King spared not his 
only Son. Whether leprosy of soul or 
of bedy, God alone can oa | 


PRAYER Succestions: Pray for the 
ninety-two leper stations referred to in 
yesterday's Prayer Suggestions: sixty- 
one in India and Ceylon, one. in Siam, 
twelve in China, five in Japan and Korea, 
one in Palestine, three in the United 
States, two in the Philippines, and seven 
in other parts of the world. Pray also 
for all other leper stations. 


Wed.—2 Kings $: 10-14. The Captain Healed. 


It was the simplicity of+ the ones 
that disgusted Naaman. And it is still 


the same. “Wash, and be clean,” said! 


the prophet. “Believe, and be saved,” 
says Jehovah. “Let me do something,” 
pleads human pride. “No. i# is done; 
do not work, but believe,’ God replies 
(Rom. 4:4, 5). Believest thou? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a clear 
understanding of salvation. Says Dr. 
Scofield (Ref. Bible, Lev. 14:3): “(1) 
The leper does nothing (Rom. 4:4, 5); (2) 
The priest secks the leper, not the leper 
the priest (Luke 19:10); (3) ‘Without 
the shedding of blood is no remissiow 
(Heb. 9:22); (4) ‘If Christ be not 
ee your faith is vain” (1 Cor. 15: 
17 ” 

Thurs.—2 Kings 5 : 15-19. 
The Captain’s Gratitude. 


Elisha was. not a hireling. Though 
Naaman urged, the prophet refused. 
would not corrupt himself. and thereby 


. dishonor the Lord, by commercializing 


his prophetic office. How unlike (shall 
we say it?) many a prophet to-day! 
Ah, “the love of money,” and of. re- 
ward. (See 1 Tim. 6:10; Jer: 6: 13.) 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for clean- 


harded priests and prophets to-day: Dr.| 


Scofield’s comment is again pertinent 
(Exod. 4:6): “The heart (‘hosom’) 
stands for what Wé ARE, the hand for 
what we po. . . . The hand that holds 
the rod of God’s power must be a 
\ 
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| cleansed hand swayed by a new heart 
(Isa, §2:11).” | 
Fri—Luke 4: 16-27. The Great Healer. 
-“Many lepers” (v. 27) in Elisha’s 
time, but only~one cleansed. Many in 
Christ’s time, but only a.few cleansed, 
and fewer still that gave thanks. (See 
chapter 17717.) Faith is rare, but rarer 
still is true gratitude. How grieved 
must be the heart of the Great Healer! 
Prayer Succestions: Jn the ninety- 
two leper stations referred to above, only 
about 12,000 lepers and children “are sup- 
ported, relieved or evangelized,” leaving 
almost the éntire 2,000,000 lepers of the 
world (of which about 1,000 are in the 
United States) still uncared for. Pray! 


Sat.—Mark 1: 39-45. The Healer at Work. 


No one that ever camé to Jesus aright 
was turned away, and he is still the same. 
If our requests are not granted, the fault 
is not God’s. We have failed at some 
point to meet the conditions, “As soon” 


the request is granted (v. 42). 

Prayer Succestions: “Jn the middle 
ages, France and Great Britain had many 
lepers. In more recent years there were 
thousands in Norway. Now Great Brit- 
ain and France have Pa none, 
and there are few in Norway.” Why? 
Segregation, (See Leviticus 13.) Which 
is better, the separated life now, or the 
segregated life forever? Pray! 
Sun.—Psalm 103: 1-12. Our Merciful God. 

If:God had dealt with the human race 
according to its sins (v.10), rather than 
according to his great mercy, no provi- 
sion would have been made for our sal- 
vation, and not a human soul would ever 
have been saved. The unspeakable hein- 
| ousness of sin necessitates an eternal 
| hell for every finally impenitent sinner. 

PRAYER SucGceEstions: Pray that God 
| may’ give to the Church such a sight and 
| understanding of the “bacillus” of sin as 
it has NEVER had —its stealthy processes 
in an apparently healthy soul (exactly 
like the unsuspected presence of leprosy 
in the body); its destruction of soul in 
the sinner, and of fruit in the saint; its 
fatal finality. Pray! 











(Lesson for Feb. 19) FEB. 4, 192% 





as the conditions are met, “immediately” 


“The attendance is 
much better since we've 
installed the Estey Reed- 
Organ in the class- 
room.’’ And the teachers 
say, too, that it’s somuch 
easier for the children 
to learn the hymns if the 
music is led by the rich 
tones of the organ. 


Estey Organs are made 
to meet every organ 
need. Our catalogue 
gives descriptions and 
prices. 


ESTEY 


Organ Company 
DEPT=C. 
Brattleboro, Vermont. 
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SELECTED GOSPEL HYMNS 


A new book just issued. 271 Hymns and 
Scripture Readings from the famous 


MOODY & SANKEY GOSPEL HYMNS 1 to 6 


A handy volume in durable cioth binding 


$50 per 100. extra 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN COMPANY 
156 Fifth Avenue New York City, 


SIMPSON BIBLE INSTITUTE 
101 West 58th St., Seattle, Washington. 
Under the direction of the Christian & Missionary Alliance 
Aplace for training Christian workers for Home 

and Foreign service. . W. Newsrrry, Dean 
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promise of the name? 








types of plants. The seed from these 
| are the grandparents of Ferry’s pure- 
bred Seeds. You wonder why the 
price is not more than 10 cents per 
paper—for where else can you get 
bigger returns from your investments? 
|  Ferry’s pure-bred Séeds can be foun® “at 
the store around the corner.” All “garden 


fans”’ should write for Ferry’s Seed 
| Annual, fall of valuable gardening hints. 


DOM. 1 i CO., Detroit, Mich. 
pak PLD, OO), Reeth Mt 





How many ears of good corn 
in a package of seed? 


Will it come true to name ?—Charlevoix, 
Bantam Evergreen, Country Gentleman? 
Will peas, cabbage, radishes live up to the 


Hundreds of vegetables and flowers are 
| made to answer these questions each year on 
the Ferry 600-acre Seed Farm. Here is constant 
checking for productivity, color, flavor; exact- 
ing comparisons with rigid standards; ruth- 
less uprooting of the unfit and imperfect. Here 
are made finally the selections of the finest 



















pure bred 


SEEDS 




















